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Chriſtian and Courteous 


READER. 


OOD Reader, conceive 1 pray 

thee, that this T} ranſlation being 
made divers years ago, and communica- 
ted to my private Friends, 1 thought to 
have ſuppreſſed it from ſpreading fur- 
ther; but being preſſed by importumity, 
and urged with unavoidable reaſons, I 
have now yielded to let it paſs in pub- 
lic 5 the rather conſidering > that af 
this day almoſt every hour yields a new 
Book, yet many Ages afford ſcarce one 


Example like to this. T have divided 


it into Chapters for thy better eaſe in 
reading and remembring « And ſeeing 
I fad in other Authors often mention of 
this Noble Marqueſs, and his heroi- 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


cal faF : I have therefore not tied my 
ſelf preciſely to the words of the Latin 
Story, but keeping the ſenſe and ſcope, 
have ſometime enlarged my ſelf as the 
circumſtance ſeemed to require, or as I | 
had warrant and direFion from other 
Stories. Read it with an holy and hum- 
ble Heart, and Prayer to God, and ac- 
count me thy Debtor, if thou think not 

| thy labour well beſtowed. And when thou 

j fradeſt a Bleſſing, and reapeſt ſpiritual 
comfort hereby, then wvouchſafe to re- 
 mmember me inthy Prayers. 


Thy Brother in Chriſt, 
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Lineage, Birth, and Infancy 
OF 
GAL EACIUS CAR ACCIO LUS 


the Noble Marqueſs of Y4co, 
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CHAPTER I. 


My purpoſe is to commit to writing, the Life of 
Galeacius Caracclo]us ; 4s being a ou 
Example of a mop ſtrange and ſeldom {em 

|. Conſtancy, in the Defence of Goalinejs as 
true Chriſtian Religion. 


E was born at Naples, a renowned 
Ciry in Traty, in the month of Fary- 
ary, in the year of Chrilt 1517. [The 
. a4 wery year when Luther began t9 preach the 
Goſpel. ] His Fathers name was Calantontus, who 
was deſcended cf the Ancient and Nobie Houſe of 
the Caracciolies 1n the County of Capua, This Ca- 
lantonius, even in his youth, was not only well rc- 
ipeced, bur highly eſteemed, and a familiar Friend 
of that noble Prince of Orange, who aftcr tie taking 
and facRing of Rome, was placed in, the room of - 
the Duke of Bourbon; yea, his faithfolneſs and 1n- 
duſtry was ſo well approved to rhe Prince (as ct- 
rentimes afore, ſo eſpecially) at the fiege of Naples, 
what time jt was aſſaulted by Lotrechins, as thir z2f- 
2 A 3 terward, 


2 The Life of Galeacius 
rerward, when rhe Emperor Charles the Fifth of 
that name, ( who then was ar Rowe to receive the 
Imperial Crown, and. other Qrnaments of the 
Empire ) did appoint the ſaid Prince with cer: 
rain Forces to go and befiege the City of Florence, 
he rhoughr it npeedful co take the ſaid Calantonius 
with him,for his Wiſdom and grave Counſel, From 
whence, when rhar Service was ended, he being 
ſent to Ceſar himſelf, he did.ſo wiſely demean him- 
ſelf 1n all his Aﬀairs, and did fo ſufficiently ſatisfie 
the Emperour in all things, that he made good in 
every Point, that worthy teftimony which the 
Prince had given of him, whereupon. he, being at 
T:22t time moſt honourably entertained of the Em- 
peror niafeif, was by him not only advanced to 
rhe fiace and ritie of a Marqueſs, but alſo equally 
j2yned In commiltion with the Viceroy of Naples, 
( for his wiſdom and experierce in-all . kind of 
Alairs) ro be 2Eſtanr unto him, and fellow with 
him 1a ſwaying the Scepter of that Kingdom, In 
which office and fun&ion he ſo carried himſelf,as he 
won the good will of both ſmall and great, as well 
of the Nobles, as of the Commonaltyz - yea, tnfo- 
much as he was deeply inveſted in the favour of the 
Emperar Charles, and King Phil;p his Son. And 
fo he continued: in this Dignity ri!l the laft day of 
his Life, which was in the month of February, mn 
che year 1562, he being himſelf more than three- 
icore and ten years of Ape, ,- 
Such a Father, and no worſe had this Galcacias, 


As for his Mother, ſhe was deſcended of the Noble- 


Family of the Caraft; and her: own Brother was 


afcerward Pope of Rome, | that is Pope Paubthe ark, ]| 


Which I affirm, not to thar end, as though this'in 
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ic ſclf was any true praiſe or honour to Galeactus, | 
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- bur that his love to true Reljgign, and his conſtan- 


the 
the 


. to many temptations. 


Caracciolus, arg. of Vico. 3 


1 off ones) may appear the more admirable to all that 


hear It, as it hereby did ro all thar knew him : Of 
which his love to true Religion, we ſhall ſpeak 


* F MOre anon, 


Galeacius being twenty years old, and the only 
Son of his Mother, who was now deceaſgd 3 his Fa- 
ther Calantonius being defirous ro continue his 
name, to preſerve his Houſe and Poſterity, and to 
maintain his eſtate and patrimony, whoſe lands 
amounted to the ſum of five thouſand pounds a year, 
and upward, did there provide him a Wife, a Vir- 
ein of noble Birth, called Vi&orza, Daughter tothe 
Duke of Nacerta, one of the principal Peers of Italy, 
with whom he had in name of portion or dowry 
1x thouſand five hundred pounds, He lived with 
his Wife ViForia 1n the year 1551. at which time 
he forſook houſe, family, and country for Religion's 
ſake 3 and in that time he had by his Wife fix 
Children, ( four Sons, and two Daughters.) His 
eldeſt Son died at Panorma, in the year 1579. leay- 
ing behind him one Son, and one Daughrer ; the 
Son obtaining by inheritance the Marqueſdom of 
Vicum, ( amongſt divers other things ) married a 
Wife of noble birth afore his Grandfatiier Galeac7us 
died ; by whom, as I hear, he hath rwo Children, 
to whom this Galeacie 15 great Grandfarher, 

Now all theſe particulars do I thus ſer down to 
this end, thar the perſeverance of ſo great a man 
may appear the better by all theſe circumſtances, 
which 1s no leſs than a moſt glorious victory oyer 
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The Life of Galeacius 


| CHAP 
OF bis Priferment at Court, and the firſt oc- 
caſiva of his Converſion, 


| a Marqueſs Calantonius ſeeing ſo good hopt 
of the continuance of his houſe and poſterity, 
deitiing nor to preſerve only, bur ro increaſe and 
avament the dignity of his Houſe, purpoſed there: 
fore that his Son Gaſeacins ſhould ſeek furcher ho- 
nour, and follow rhe Court, Wherefore making 
oft:r of him tro the Emperor Chrrles, he was moſt 
kindly encerrcained inro the Emperors Route and 
ſervice, and ſoon after was made the Emperor's 
entleman ſewer, In which place and office with- 
in ſhort :1me, he both won the fayour of rhe No- 
bility, and the reft of the Ccurr, and grew to be 
of ſaccial account cven with the Emperor himſelf: 
for a1] mens opinion and judgment of 61m was, that 
there was not one of many to be compared with 
him, for innocency of life, elegancy of manners, 
found jadgmnenr, and knowledg of many things, 
Thus Galcaciiys was in all mens opinions 1n the high 
way to all honour and eſtimation ; for rhe Prince 
whom he ſerved was moſt mighry, and the Monarch 
of tie biggeſt part of the Chriſtian World. But all 
this was little 3 for God, rhe King of Rings, of his 
ſf:ngular mercy and grace did purpoſe to call him to 
far preater dignity, and co more certain and dura- 
ble riches. And as this ſo great and rare a work 
dis] the Lord bring to pats, by ſtrange and ſpecial 
meats. So it was that in rhoſe days a certain Spa- 
arard, a Noble-man, did ſojourn at Naples, who had 
ro Name Fohannes Waldeſius;, this Gentleman be- 
ing come to ſome knowledg of the truth of th. 
Goſpel, and eſpecially of the Doctrine of Jufttfica: 
LICH 


OC» 


Caracciolus, Marg. of Vic. 5 
tion, uſed ofc ro confer with, and to inftrut divers 
other Noblemen, his companions and familiars, 1 
points of Religion, confuting the falſe Opinion of 
our own inherent Juſtificarion, and of the mer1ts 
of good works, and ſo conſequently detecting the 
vanity of many Popiſh points, and che fondnels of 
their ſuperſtirions; by which means he ſo prevailed, 
or rather the Lord by him, thar divers of theſe no- 
ble Gentlemen began to creep out of Popiſh dark- 
neſs, and to perceive ſome light of the truth : A- 
mongſt theſe was there one Fohannes Frarciſc:# C:e- 
ſarta, a noble Gentleman and Kinſman ro ti11s our 
Galeaciits, 

Of this Genileman firſt of a!l did Galeacizss hear 
divers things in conference, which ſeemed to him 


much contrary to the courſe of the vain wortd ;. 


yea, much to croſs even his age and citate, and 
courle of Life 3 as namely, of the true means of our 

uſtification, of the excellcney and power of Gods 
Word, of the vanity of the moſt of Popith ſaper- 
ſitions, (Fc, For Galeacius efteemed and uſed rk1is 
Gentleman as his familiar Friend, both bezag near 
of his Bloud, and eſpecially for that he was a Gen- 
tieman of very good parts. Now attho the ſpeeches 
of this Gentleman did nor art rhe firit fo far prevail 
with him, as to make him forſake the Vanircies of 
this Life; norwichſtanding ic was not altozerher 
in vain: for that God which hath ordained him to 
be a ſpecial Inftrumenr of his Glory, would nor ſut- 
fer ſo good Secd to Periith, rhough ir ſeemed for a 
rime to be cait even among thorns: neither will jc 
be beitde the purpoſe to fer down particularly 
the means which 1t pleaſed God to uſe for the 
working of this ſirange conyerſion ; amongſt which 
this Was One. 
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Is TE Life of Galeacius 


CHAP HE 
Of the meaus of his further Sanitification, 


T that time Peter Martyr Vermilius, a Florentine, 

was a public Preacher and Reader at Naples. 

This man was a Canon regular (as they call them) 
a man ſince then of great name for his ſingular 
knowledg in Chriftian Religion, his godly manners 
and behaviour, and for his {weer and copious reach- 
ing 3. for he afterwards caſting away his Monks. 
Cowle, and renouncing the. ſuperſtitions of Popery, 
he ſhone ſo brightly in Gods Church, thar he dil- 
perſed and ſirangely drove away the darknefs and 
mift of Popery. Galeacius was once content at 
Ceſarta his motion to be drawn to hear Peter Mar- 
25's Sermon; yer not ſo much for any deſire he 
had to learn, as moved and tickled with a curious 
humour ro hear ſo famous a man as then Mart;r was 
accounted Art that time Peter Martyr was 10 hand 
with Paul's firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, and as 
he was ſhewing the weakneſs and deceitfuineſs of 
tne judgment of man's reaſon in ſpiritual chings, as 
tkewiſe the power and efficacy of the word of God: 
In thoſe men in whom the Lord worketh by bs Sp1- 
rit; amongſt other things, he uſed this Simile or 
Compariſon : If a man walking ina large place, ſee 
afar off men and women dancing rogether, and 
hear no ſound of Inſtrumenr, he wiil judg them 
mad, or art leaſt fooliſh 3 bur 1f he come nearer 
them, and perceive their order, and hear their 


Muſic, and mark their mcaſures and their courſes, 


he will then be of another mind, and not. only take 
deliphr in ſceing them, bur feel a defire in himſelf 
ro bear them company, and dance with th:m. Even 
the ſame ( ſaid Martyr ). betides many men, ng 
when, 
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Caracciolus, Marg. of Vioo. 0 
when they behold in others a ſudden great change 
of their looks, apparel, behaviour, and whole courſe 
of life, ar the firſt ſight they impure it to melan- 
choly, or ſome other fooliſh humour 3 bur if they 
look more narrowly into the matter, and begin to 
hear and- perceive the harmony and ſweet conſent of 
Gods Spirit, and his word in them; (by the joynt 
power of which two, this change was made and . 
wroughr, which afore they accounted folly ) then 


_ they change their opinion of rhem, and firſt of all 


begin tolike them, and that change 1n rhem, and 
afrerward feel in rhemſelves a motion and deſire to 
1micate them, and to be of the number ſuch men, 
who forſaking the world and its vanities, do think 
thar they ought to reform their lives by the rule of. 
the Goſpel, thar ſo they may come to true and 
ſound holineſs, This compariſon by the grace of 
Gods Spirit wrought ſo wonderfully with Galeacins 
(as himſelf hath often told his Friends ) that from 
that hour he reſoly'd with himſelf, more carefaly 
to reſtrain his affe&tions from following the world 
and his pleaſure, as before they did, and to ſer his 
mind about ſeeking out rhe true Religion, and the: 
way to true happineſs. 

See how the firſt ſtep of a mans comeerſion from 
Popery #s true and ſound mortification of carnal Lufts, 
and a change of Life, See alſo how the firſt means ta. 
bring a man out of error to the truth, is ſludy of holy 
Scriptures. | 

To this purpoſe he began to read the Scriptures 
every day, being per{waded, that truth of Religion, 
and ſoundneſs of wiſdom, was to be drawn our of 
thar fountain, and thar the high- way to Heaven was, 
thence to be ſought. And further, all his acquain= 
tance and familiarity did he turn into ſuch compa» 
ny, as out of whoſe life and conferences he was. 
perſwaded he might reap the fruit. of Godlineſs and 

| Pure. 
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pure Religion, And thus far in this ſhort time h 
the Lord wrought with him by thar Sermon : as 
brſf, to coniider whether he were Fight or no : Se- 
conuly, to rake up a continual exerciſe of rezding 
Scripture: Thirdly, to change his former company, 
and make choice of better. And this was done ih 
the year 1541, and in the four and twentieth year 
of his Age. 
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CH: AP, IV. 
Of the ftrange Cenſures the World gave of 
his Converſion, and kow the better fort rc- 
joyced at 1t. 
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Ur when this ſndden alteration of this noble 
and young Galeaczus was ſeen and perceived in 
Xapſes, it can be (ſcarce ſer down how greatly ir 
amazed his companions, which as yer cleaved ro the 
World and to the afte&ions of the Fleſh: many of 
them able to render no caule of him, could nor tell 
what to ſay of it : ſome judged ir bura melan- 
cholic paſhon : others rhovghr ir plain folly, and 
fearing he would become fimple and doring, and 
thar his wit began by ſome means to be empaired. 
Thus every one gave his verdi& and cenſure of him, 
bur all wondred, and doubred what ir would turn 
to. Bur the better fort of Men, and ſuch as feared 
God,and had their mind inlightned with ſome knows 
tedge of Religion, as they wondred no leſs to ſee 
ſo great a change in fo great a man, ſo likewiſe 
they were ſurprized with exceeding joy to [ce it : 
for they were perſ{waded, that God had fome great 
and extraordinary work in-it: that a young Gallane, 
3 Nobleman of. ſuch wealrh and honour as he was, 
livivg, 
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living in ſuch dafjght and plezſures, in ſo general a 
corruption of life, borh in Court and Country, bur 
eſpecially his age, rovility, wealth, and honour 
being joyned with rhe vaanron deliciouſneſs of the 


' Courtly life: I ſay, tiar ſuch 2 man ſhould be en- 


dued with rite ſpirit of holineſs, and ſo far affeaed 
with reventance, as that ke lnould contemn all thoſe 
In reipett of Heaven; ty etteemed of ir (as ir 
was indeec) a rare matter, "and ſeldom ſcen in the 
world ; and therefore tlicy greatly rcjoyced at ir, 
and praiſed rhe Lord on his behalf. among thoſe 
men that rhu3 rejoyced art his converſion, was one 
Marcus Antonius Flamimus, a Scholar of great name, 
and an cxcellent Poer, as his Paraphraſe on the 
Pſalms, as other very good Poems do ſufficiently 
teſtifie, Galzciys about this rime received a Letter 
from this Flamin5, wherein he did congratulate, 
and rejoyce with him, for the grace and pifr of 
God,which was beſtowed on him in his converſion. 
This Lerrer I thought good co inſert into the Body 
cf this ſtory, (as being worthy of no leſs ). ro the 
end rhart it might be a wirnels, 1n rumes to come, 
of- the goo opinion which ſuch men had concetv- 
ed of him, who knew the Foundation of true juſti- 
fication, though rhey were yet poſſefled with other 
errors, as about the Sacra: ments, and of the Maſs, 
Ge. which zlas, as yer they were not able to dif- 
cern of, as afrer by the greater grace of God this Ga- 
zdcius did. The Copy of the Lerrer 15s this. 
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CHAP 


Marcus Antonius Flaminius, 4 great Scho- 
lar in Italy, writeth to Galeacins, and 


congratulateth with him, for his holy and. * | 


happy change. 


To the Right Honourable, Galeacirs Carracciolus. 


Ighr Noble Lord, when TI conſider ſeriouſly 
theſe words of Paul; Brethren, you ſee your call- 

ing, that nit many noble, not many wiſe, according to 
the fleſh , not many mighty are called : but God hath 
choſen - the fooliſh things of this world t9 confound the 


wiſe, and weak things to confound the mighty, and baſe: 


things in the world, and things not accounted of, and 
things that are not, to bring to nought things that ate : 
When, I fay, I confider of theſe words fo often, I 
admire ar-rthat rare bleſling of God, which he hath 
vonchſafed to you a Noble and mighty Man ;.name- 
Iy, that he ſhould grace you with thar true and 1n- 
comparable Nobility, which 1s attained by true 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and a holy life. As much 
greater as this bleſling is, ſo much the more holy 
and fincere ought your life to be, and ſo much the 
,more upright are you to walk with your God ; left 
that your thorns (thar 1s, riches, pleaſures, and 
honour, ) fhould choke the ſeed of the Golpel, 
which 1s ſown in you. | 

For this I am ſure of, that God hath begun fome 
great work in you, which he will ftmiſhto the glory 
of his own name, and will bring to paſs, that as 
heretofore you had care ſo to live a Noble man 
amorgſt Noble men, that you mighr obſerve the 
decorum and maintain the dignity of Nobility : ſo 


hereafter that. you may imploy your wagle _ in 
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Caracciolus, Marg. of Vico. TT 
this, thar you may defend and uphold rhe honour 
and dignity of the Children of God, whoſe duty 1r 
js to aim art the perfe&ion of their farher wirh;all 
endeavours ; and in their life upon che earth to 
[reſemble that holy and heavenly life, which they 
ſhall lead in the world ro come, Call ro mind con- 
xinually (my good Lord) in all your words and 
deeds, thar we are graced with this honour to be. 
made the ſons of God by Jeſus Chriſt : fer thar me- 
diration will by the help of the holy Ghoſt, work 
this care in us, thar we never commir-any thing un- 
worthy of that holy name of Chriſt, by which we 
are called, And yer alas, ſuch 1s'our' eſtate, as that 
if we do endeavour to pleaſe Chriſt, we are ſure to 
diſpleaſe men, and*muſt be content to contemn the 
yaia glory of rhe world, that we may enjoy heaven- 
ly and eternal glory with God ; for 2t 7s 1mpoſ- 
ſible (as Chriſt ſaith ) for him to believe in God which 
ſeeks the honour and praiſe of men, T mean of the 
men of this world,, which as rhe Kingly Prophet 
ſaich, are lighter and vainer than vanity it ſelf, And 
therefore their judgment is little worth, and leſs 
to be eſteemed : bur rather the judgment of God, 
who ſeeth not all our a&tons only, but even our 
moſt hidden thoughts and purpoſes. Which being 
ſo, were it not folly and madneſs to diſpleaſe ſuch. 
a God, to pleaſe ſo fond a world ? Ir were a ſhame- 
ful thing, if a Wife ſhould indeavour to pleaſe 
other men, rather than her Husband. How much 
more then unworthy is ir, if our ſouls ſhould rather 
alin to pleaſe the vain world, than their moſt holy 
Spouſe Chriſt Jeſus? If the only Son of God was 
content not only to be reviled, yea and ſcourged,. 
bur'even to die upon the Croſs as a curſed malefat- 
or, and ail forus : why ſhould nor we much more 
bear patiently the taunts and mocks, yea even the: 


landers of Gods enemies ? Let us therefore arm _ 
{clyes:- 
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ſelves as it were with a holy pride, and (in a ſort) 
ſcorn and laugh art their mocks ; and purting upon 
us mercy and Pity as the feeiitg members of Chriſt, 
let us bewail ſo great viindneſs 1n them, and let us 
increat che Lord for thcm, to pull them our of thar 
palpable darkneſs into his true and marvellous Jightr, 
leſt Saran bind them to himſelf 1n his everlaſting 
prentiſhip ; and ſo being his bond ſlaves, and hired 
ſworn ſervants of his black guard, do ſend them 
ur to perſecute Jeſus Chriſt in his memoers. Which 
when chey have done ai! rhey can, and all rhar the 
Devil their Maſter can teach 'them, though the 
Devil himſelf ſhould burſt with malice, and they 
for anger grind their teeth ; yet ſhall it all rend to 
the magnifying of Gods glory which they labour to 
obſcure, and to the furtherance of rheir ſalvation, 
whom they ſo diſdained : yea, to the increaſe of 
their glory ina betces world, whom 1n this world 
they thought worthy of nothing bur ail diigrace . 
and ſurcly (my moſt honorable Lord) he that 1s 
poſleiied with the certainty of this faich, will with- 
our doubt make open War with the corrupt afieRt:- 
ons of his own nature, and with all the worid, yea 
even with the Devil himſelf; and will nor deutt 
but 1n time even to overcome them all, Therefore 
let us humble our ſclves to our God and Faiicr 
, everlaſting, rhat he would increaſe that faith in us, 
and bring forth in us thoſe moſt blefled and (weer 
fruics of faith in our hearts and lives, which he victh 
tro work in them whom he hath ele&ed ; rh;2r fo 
our faith may apyear not a fained, bur a true faith; 
not a dead, bur a living faith ; nor a humane, but 
a divine work in us 3 that ſo 1r may be to us an 19- 
fallihle pledg of our ſalvaricn ro come. Let us la- 
. bour to ſhew our ſelves the legirimate ard undoubr- 
ed children of God in {ecking above all things, 
that His n:oft holy Name may be Sandtified in 
Our 
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eur ſelves and others; and in imirating his adm1i” 
rable love and gentleneſs, which makes his Sun to 
ſhine on good 2nd bad. Let us worſhip his heavenly 
Majeſty in ſpirirandrruth ; and ler us yield up the 
temple of our hearts ro Chriſt Jeſus as an acceprable 
ſacrifice unto him; yea, let us ſhew our ſelves 
members cf the heavenly High Prieft Chriſt Jeſus, 
in ſacrificing ro God our hodics, and in crucifying 
the fleſh with the Aﬀection, and lufts thereof 3 rhat 
ſin being dead, God may create in us a ſpiritual 
life, whereby Chriſt Jeſus may live jn us. Let us 
dye to fin, and dye to our ſelves,and to the world, 
that we may live ble{fiedly to God and Chriſt Jeſus ; 
yea let us acknowledg and ſhew by our lives, that 
we were once dead, bur now are-raiſed to the life 
of grace, by the power of Chriſt Jeſus. Ler our 
converſation be heavenly, though we live on the 
earth; let us begin thar life here, which we hope 
to lead in heaycn; ler the Image of God ſhine 
bright in us ; let as diſgrace and wear out the old 
Image of ſin and Satan, and Jabour to renew the 
Image of Chriſt Jeſus, that all that ſee us may ac- 
knowledg Gods Fmage in us. Which holy Image 
of grace, as it is beautiful and glorious, 1nall Gods 
Saints, fo in you .(my good Lord) it fill be fo 
much more glorious, jn as much as you go 
before others in Birth, Nobility, Honour, and 
high Place, O what a pleaſant fighr is ir to all 
true Chriſtian men, Fea to the Angels 3 yea how 
acceptable to the Lord himſelf, tro behold a 
man of your place and eftare ſo far to forget 
the world and deny himſelf; ſo deeply to con- 
{1der the frailty of his own nature. and the va- 
nicy of all remporal rhings,as to ſay with Chriſt,T am 
a wirm and no man; and ro cry our with Dauzd, 
turn thy face tome, and have mercy upon me, for T am 
a: ſolate and paor : O happy and true rich man, wer 
1th 
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hath attained to this ſpiritual and heavenly poverty» 
and can pive a firewell ro himſelf and the world 
and all rhings rhar he hath for Chriſts ſake ; and 
can freely renounce aad forſake carnal reaſon hu- 
min learning, company, and counſel of friends, 
wealch, Honours, Lordſhips, pleaſures of all ſorts 
delight of the Courr, high places, and prefermenrs, 
dignity, and offiecs ; yea, favour of Princes ; yea, 
his own ſelf! How welcome ſhall he be to Chriſt, 
winch can deny ali thoſe for Chriſt ſake ? Such a one 
may g9 for a Fool it the World, bur he ſhall be of the 
Almighrties counſel ; ſach a man knowerh that feli- 
city confiſts not in any ching that chis world can 
afford, an: therefore in the midſt of all his wealth 
and abundance, he crieth our to God as though he 
had nothing, even our of the feeling of his heart, 
G1ve us this day our Aatly Bread, Such a man prefers 
reth the rehuke of Chriſt, before the honour of the 
' world and the affiiRions of Chriſts Religion. before 
rhe pleaſures of the world : and becauſe he deſpi- 
ſed all chings in reſpe& of Chriſt and his righteouſ- 
neſs,and is poſſeſſed and grounded with Gods ſpirit, 
therefore he ſings with true joy of hearr with the 
kingly Propher ; The Lord is my Shefheard, therefore 
T can want nothing, neither will I fear hunger or any 
outward thing ; he feeds mein green paſture, and leads 
me forth beſide the water of comfort. This man di- 
ftcuſts himſelf and all the creatures in the world,that 
he may truft and cleave only unto God ; neither 
aims he art any pleaſure, any wiſdom, any honour, 
any riches, any credit or eſtimation, but ſuch as 
comes from God himſelf ; and therefore profeſſerh 
with the ſame Propher : I have none in heaven but thee 
alone, and none in the earth do. 1 deſire but thee, my 
fleſh conſumeth with longing after thee, and thou Lord 
art my heritage and portion for ever, He that {| owe 
C105 
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y» flthus was a wealthy and mighty King, yer ſuffere 
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he not rhe eyes of his mind ro be blinded or dazieT 
wich the glitrering glory of riches, pleaſures, of 
honour, or ought elſe that a Kingdom could give ? 
for he knew well that they all came of God, and 
yere held under God,& muſt all:be uſcd to his glory, 
and that he thar gave them hath far better ri1ngs to 
give his Children. And rherefore that King and Pro- 
pher makes his heavenly proclamation before all his 
pcople , Bleſſed art thou, O Lord God our Father, for 
ever and ever « thine O Lord us greatneſs, and power, 
and glory, and wifory : all that 3s in heaven and earth 
4 thine, thine is the Kingdom, Lord, and thou exeel- 
lift as head over all : riches and honor come of thee, 
and thou art Lord of all : in thy hands # power, and 
ftrength, and honour, and dignity, and Kingdoms are in 
thy diſpoſition : therefore we give thee thanks O God, 
and we extol thy great and glorinus Naire, But who 
an I, and what-is my penble. that we ſhould promiſe 
ſuch things to thee 2 For we are ſtrangers before thee, 
and ſojourners as all our fathers were ; our days are like 
a ſhadow upon the earth, an1 here 1s no abiding. 

See how David cannot content himſelf in abaſing 
himſelf, and extolling the Lord ; and in how many 
words his affetions utter themſelves. This was 
Dawvids meditation, and let this be your Looking- 


glaſs; in this Looking-glaſs. look once a day, and 


pray daily, that God would ſtill open your eyes to 
behold your own viJeneſs, and his incomprehenſible 
power and love to you, that with King David you. 
may humble your ſelf under the mighty hand of his 
Majeſty. and acknowledg all pqwer and glory to be- 


long to God alone, that ſo you way be made parta- 
kers of thoſe heavenly graces which God beſtowed, 


nor on the proud and lofry, but on the humble and 


meek, Remember that ordinance of the eternal 


God 


- — py ——_ 
. 


=. 


| thar the King of Kings hath had mercy on you, 
| and hath drawn you- our of tte iifty darkneſs 0 


+ Devil, an heir of Heaven ; and of a bond{lzve to ; 


' whether the world, or life, or death, things preſent or 


A. . ws — —  —  ——— —c _—_——— —_— — hs . 
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'Nity; for hereby is Gods mercy extolled, and 
. mans pride rrodden under foot,by which a man rruſt- 
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God that ſaith ; Let not the wiſe man glory in bl 
wiſdom, no7 the ſtrong man in his ſtrengt h, nor the ric 
man 1n his riches, but let him that glorieth glory in thi 
in that he underftandeth and knoweth me, that IT amt 
Lird which do mercy and juſtice on earth , for the 
things pleaſe me, ſaith the Lord Therefore (my good 
Lord) if you lift ro boaſt, boaſt nor as the work: 
dorh, that you are rich, or that you are of Noble 
birch, or thar you are in favour with the Emperor 

and other Princes, or thar you are hcir apparent of 
a rich Marqueſdom, or that you have married fc 
Noble a Woman ; leave this kind of boaſting toffe. 
them, who have their minds glewed ro the World 

and therefore have no better things to boaft on 
whoſe pcrtion being here 1n this Lite, they can 
look for nothing in heaven, Bur rather rejoyce youlſ 
are enrred into the kindzom of grace z glory in this, 


ho 
ja q 


WTI 
that 


, Sk ; te! 
errors, hath given you to feel his endleſs love and * 


mercy in Chriſt, hath made you of the child off, 
wrath, his own ſon; of a ſervant to fin and theſſ*; 


Hell, a Free Deniſon of the Heavenly Jeruſalem ; 
and glory in this; that even Chriſt Jeſus himſelf 1s 
given you, and made your own, and with himall 
things elſe. So that as Paul ſaith, all are jours, 


things to come, all are yours in and by Chriſt, whois 
the only feliciry of our ſouls : and rherefore who- 
ſoever have him, have with him all rhitgs elſe. This 
is the true glory and the ſound boaſting of Chriftia- 


ing t05 much to himſelf, rebellerh againſt God. This 
glorious boaſting makes us humble even in our __” 
ol 
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| honours, modeſt and meek in proſfperity,patient 
he d quier 1n adverſity 3 in troubles ſtrong and 
++; Wuragious, gentle rowards all men, joyful in hope, 
yent in prayer, full of tne love of God, but empty 
+1. li love of our ſelves, or ought 1n the world ; 
0G 2, it makes us Chriſts true Beadſmen, and his 
071 $orn ſervants, and makes us yield up our felyes 
ob Þ0olly to imirate and follow Chrift, and toeſteem 
ord | things elſe as frail and vain, yea dung and droſs that 
ir off 124) win him. fs 
F Right Honourable and my good Lord, you ſee 
Fiat 1 am fo willingly employed in this ſervice of 
riting to your Honour, and 1n conferring with 
jou of heavenly martrers, thar I have forgor my ſelf, 
can rather your Honour, in being ſo redious, which 
Wn the beginning I purpoſed nor. Iam privy to my 
his (ef and of my own 1gnorance, and guilty of mine 
on,.0090 inſufficiency, as being ficter ro be a Scholar 
J than a Teacher ; and to hear and learn my (elf, ra-_ 
ther than ro teach others ; and therefore I crave par- 
don of your Honour. Farewe], The moſt reverend Em- 
1 Mſador defireth in his heart he.had occaſion ro 
offeſtify indeed, that true good will which in his ſoul | 
n ;0'< bears you 3 Inthe mean rime he ſaluces you, and ' 
-540doth rhe illuſtrious.Princeſs of P7ſcaria her High- 
a1{{$"efs, and all other the Honorable Perſonages which 
e with me; all which rejoyce for this good work 
of God in you, and in all kindneſs do kiſs your 
hands ; and they do earneſtly intreart the Lord 
or you, that he rhar hath begun ſo grear a work in 
you, would accompliſh the ſameiro the end ; and che. 
cher you are in temporal Goods, in Lands, ard 
q Nlordfhips, rhat he would make you ſo much the 
t. Jnore poor 1n ſpirit; rhat ſo your ſpirirual poverty 
« $nay do that which your worldly riches and honour 
\. cannot ; namely,bring you at laſt co the eternal and 
, never- 


2t 
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never-fading riches of che World to'come : Ame 
Farewel. From Vturbium, | 

Tour Honours moſt humbly addifed, a= 

moſt loving Brother in Chriſt, 


M. Antonius Flaminidhe 
| 


_ 


— — — 


Sp I ts - 
Of the many temptations the Devil uſed if, 


pull him back, as by his Father, his Wifa/ 
* and by Noblemen of his Acquaimance. 


Y this and other holy means Galeacins was cot 
firmed in the DoGrin of che Truth, and wet 
forward conſtantly in the courſe of Gods calling 
and the way of Godhlineſs, But the more cou 
giouſly he went on, the. more ftercely the Devi 
raged againſt him by his cemprarions, endeavour} 
ing thereby to hinder him in that happy courſe 
yea, and if it were poflible ro drive him back again 
which courſe he commonly rakes agatnit choſe, whe 
have propounded to::rhemſelves ro tame the Rebel 
lion of the fleſh, and ro relinquiſh the vanities of / 
the world. And firſt of all, rhis zealous courſe off 
his in Religion procured him an infinire number off 
mocks, arid made him ſubje& ro molt vile tlanders zÞ 
yea, made htm incur che hacred of a greac number 
bur eſpecially did he herein diſpleafe and vex his} 
Father, as one that was nor only.of a conerary Rei 
lIigion, bur one who 'only intended the honour off 
his Houſe, and the advancing ot. his Poſterity roF 
all the-honour rhat-mighr be, which. in reſpeC& of 


Religibn Galeacius cared not for at all 3 and there- | 


fore he did often ſharply chide him, and FTIR 
im 
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Caracciolus, Marg. of View: 


with his Farherly Authority, co put awa 

ſe melancholy conceirs, ( as he rermed rhem. 
Joubt bur this was moſt grievous TO him, who 
ays was moſt ſabmiſs and obecient to his Father. 
pur another grief did more inwardly affii& him, 
ich was in reſpe& of hi: Wife Vidorta 3 WRO tho 
was always a moſt kind and dutiful Wife, as alſo 
ſhe would by no means yield to this 
e of Religion, becauſe ſhe rhought 
| þ feared it wovld breed infamy and reproach to 
| | (elif and her houſe 3 and rherefore Was continu- 
him by all means 2nd devices ſhe 
ro move him by tears and com- 
all kinds of 1ntreaty that a Wife 
4 withal, ſotnerimes 


ntrary Religion. 
n was it to him, 


ide, uſed continually 
low their old and ordinary 
as, how hard a thing Was ir ro \h all rheſe 
2 ſudden, and to take upon him a direc contra- 
courſe of Life ro rhar he had led with them 
ore 3 which he muſt needs do, if he would go on 
he had begun | And furrher, it was n0 little vex- 
:0n to his Soul, ro 11VE in the Court, when Is - 
KFce and Place called him thereunto 3 for rhere 
e might hear of any thing rather than Religion, 
d not a word by any means of God's Word, 
hereby to ſave his Soul ; bur talk enough of com- 


on and worldly preferments aud pleaſures» _ 
Co 
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deviſing of means for the moſt cruel handling a 

diſpatching out of the way all ſuch as ſhould dep 
che Romiſh Faich. Any Chriſtian heart may ea 
conceive how deeply thoſe temptations and h 
dran-.es vexed his righreous Soul in this his cou 
rowards God ; in ſo much as a thouſand to © 
they had turned him back again; and doubt; 
they had cone fo indeed, had nor God aſliſted hi 


wich ſpecial grace, 


— u}J]_wunu A Ale co mo 
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How he eſcaped the Snares of the Arian 
- Anabaptiſts, and after of the Waldel 
ans; and of his reſolution to leave h 
Country, Honours ana Livings, to enj 
the benefit of God*s Religion. 


Ur above al theſe, Satan had one aſſault ſtron; 
T2) eftof all, whereby he atcempred ro ſeduce hi 
from the true and ſincere Religion of God. Abo 
rhar time the Realm of Naples was ſore peſtere 
with Arians, and Anabaptiſts, who daily broache 
their Hereſies amongft the common people, colo 
rirg them over with glorious ſhews: Theſe Fellor 
perceiving Galeaczus not fully fetled as yer 1n Re 
ligion, nor yer ſufficiently grounded in the Scrip 
ture, tryed all means they could to intangle hi 
in their errors and blaſphemous fancies, where 
the mighry work of God was admirable towarc 
him; for he being a Youth, a Gentleman, but 
mean Scholar, and little ſtudied, and bur larely en 
red into the School of Chriſtian Religion, whi 
would have thought that ever he could have re 


| hiſted and eſcaped Tie ſnares of thoſe Hererick 
man) 


8 
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ny of them being great and grounded Scholars 
d throughly ſtudied in the Scripture ? Notwith: 
nding, by the fincere ſimplicity and plainneſs of 

2d's truth, and the inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt 
| not only deſcried the fondneſs of rheir Herefies, 
| oS 1 t evenuntied the knots, and brake their nets, and 
beg h livered himſelf, and mightily confured them ; 
a, ſuch was the working of God, as being ſome- 
me in their Meetings, he was ſtrongly confirmed 
'the Doarin of the Truth by ſeeing and hearing 
| em. Thus by God's mercy he eſcaped, and was 
nqueror in this fight. : | 
\riand | But the Devil had not ſo done with him, for 
Ide 1other and more dangerous battel preſently fol- 
aan jwed. The Waldeſians, of whom we ſpake before, 
ve h yere at thar time in Napies in good number. With 
) £njghem did Galeacius daily converſe, their courſes of 
life and ſtudy being nor far unlike. Theſe Diſciples 
f Waldeſius knew as yet no more in Religion 
Aron ur the point of Juſtification, and mifliked and 
wes [chewed ſome abuſes in Popery, and nevertheleſs 
we er frequented Popiſh Churches, Eeard Maſſes, and 


ling : 
d dep 
Ly Ea 
nd h 
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EG - cre preſent ordinarily at vile Idolatries. Galeacius 
oachel 2 2 rime converſed with theſe men,and followed 
— heir way 3 which courſe doubtleſs would have 
wells ee him,as did a grear ſorr of them ; who after- 


we ards being taken and committed for the Truth, 
Scrif 
le hi 
there! 
owarc 


- 


ey wanted the chief and the moſt excellent points, 
or were not ſufficiently ſerled 3 and yer afterwards 
gain, not daring to forſake their hold in Juftifica- 
bur 1110n, and therefore coming to It again, were taken as 
ely <r{clapſers and backſliders, and pur to extream tor- 
© whihents, and cruel death. In the like danger had 
ve r4yaeacins been, but that the good providence of 
ericks 10d otherwiſe diſpoſed, and better provided for 
man] 3 for his Office and _ that he bare 1n _ 
{/R< 


3 


yere eaſily brought to recanr their Religion, becauſe 


man did ke reap more ſound and comfortable in. 
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But God, who had in his eternal ele&ion predefti 
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Emperors Court called him into Germany, and {g 
withdrew him from his Companions the Waldeſrans, 
for rhe Lord hada greater work ro work in him than. 
the Waldeſrans were able to teach him ; for there 
In Germany he learned ( thar he never knew afore )Þ|e. 
that the knowledg of the truth of Juſtification was 

not ſufficient for ſalvation 5 whilft in the mean time 

a man wittingly defiled himſelf with Idolatry,whichf 
rhe Scripture calls ſpiritual Whoredom 3 and of noſſz, 


firuction than of Peter Martyr, of whom we ſpake 
afore, whom God had lately called our of Ttaly, and}. 
confirmed him in the truth. This Martyr inſtruced$ 
Galeacius ſoundly in the way of truth, and made it 4 
plain, by private conferences as well as public ; for Tet 
he was then public Profeſſor of Divinity ar Stras. 
h3rough in Germany. Galeacius furniſhed with thoſe} — 
;znſtructions, returned to Naples, and preſently re 
{Orting to his companions the Waldeſrans, amongſt 
other points conferred with them about the eſchemy- 0} 
ing of Idolatry,and delivered his judgment therein, 
Bur they nor enduring ſcarce to hear ir, preſent 
ly forſook him ; for they would by no mean 
entertain that Doarine, which they knew ws 
{ure to bring upon them affiiftions, perſecutions 
{5ſs of Goods and Honours, or elſe would caule 
tizem to forſake Country, Houſe, and Land, Wife 
and Child, and ſo every way threatned a miſerabl: 
eſtate ro the profeſlor thereof. Now this their for 
ſakino of him, and telling him of the danger of thi 
profeltion, was anorher ſtrong rempration ro keep hin 
wrapped in their Idolacry, and to make him contenſ| 
himfelf with their imperfe& and pieced Religion 


nated him, that he ſhould be a ſingular example d 
conſtancy to the edification of many, and the cot 
fuſion and condemnation of luke-warm profeſſors 


gav< 
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ove him that excellent reſolurion, and that hea- 
MW flyenly courage, as he'efeaped at laſt. conqueror over 
anJi!l choſe temprations and afſaulrs- of' Satan z and 
TE nothing could ſuffice or. content him but the pure 
© ) Religion, and alſo the profeſiion of it 3 and rhere- 
\IFfore ſeeing no hopes of reformation in Naples, nor 
meBiny hope ro have the Waldeſtans joyn with him, 
hE:nd ſeeing plainlv that he could nor ſerve God 1n 
the Country;he reſolved undoubtedly that he would 
il-$forſake rhe Country, and ſeek for Chriſt and his Re- 
tke figion whereſoever he might find them 3 and thar 
niFhe would rather forſake Father, Wife, Children, 
ed Goods and Lands, Offices and Preferments to win 
TE Chriſt, than ro enjoy them all and want Chriſt 
Jeſus. 


A—— 


C-H AP; - VI. 


Of the grievous combats betwixt the fleſh and 
the ſpirit, when he reſolved of his departure. 


——— 


Ow here by the way ir may not be omitted, 

whar kind of cogitations he hath often ſaid 
Fcame into his mind, as he was deliberating about 
this great matter... For firſt of all, as often as he 
looked on his Father, which he did almoſt every 
hour, who de ot loved him, and whom again he 


-Yreſpected in all duty and reverence ; ſo ofren doutr- 
eſs he was ſtricken at the heart with unſpeakabie 
Woricf ro think of his departure, his mind no doubc 
- afoften thinking thus: Whar, and muſt I needs for- 
lake my dear and loving Father, and cannot I elſe 
ave God my Father ? O miſerable and unhappy 
Father of my Body, which muft ſtand in compa- 
riſon with the Father of my Soul ! And muit 1 
needs fail in duty to him, if 1 perform my Duty to 

| | -W49 | God 2 


ary 


my joy, the leflener of my wo ? And ſhall I leave 
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God ? O miſerable old man ! for what deeper 
wound can pierce him, than thus to be deprived of 
the only ſtaff and comfort of his Age ? Alaſs, ſhall 
I thus leave him in ſuch a Sea of troubles ; and ſhall 
I be the only means to ſtrike into his heart rhe 
deepeſt wound of grief that ever yer pierced him 
in all his life ? This my departure 1s ſure to make 
my ſelf the Obloquie of the World ; yea, to breed | 
reproach and ſhame ro the Marqeſs my Father, and}, 
to my whole Stock and Kindred. : 
How is it poſſible that the good old man can over. | , 
come or indure ſo great a grief, but rather he muſt | 
Y 

h 


needs be ſwallowed up of it, and ſo with wo and 
miſery end his life? Shall I then be the cauſe of 
death to my Father, who would, if need had been, || & 
redeemed my life with his own death ? Alas! whatf] 6 
a miſery is this like to be eirher to me, or him, or , 
us both ? yet muſt I care Icfs for bringing his greyſſ , 
Head with ſorrow unto the grave, than for caſting] , 
my own poor Soul with horror into Hell, And noff & 
leſs inwardly was he grieved in reſped of his noble q, 
Wife Vi&orta : for having no hope that ſhe wouldfſ ;, 
renounce Popery, and go with him, therefore hefſ ., 
durſt not make known unto her the purpoſe of his ,1 
departure, but rather reſolved for Chriſts ſake to ” 
leave her and all, and ro follow Chriſt. She wasff ;;;: 
now as he was himſelf, in the prime of Youth, a 
Lady of great birth, fair, wiſe and modeſt; but 
her love and loyalry ro her Husband ſurpaſſed al, 
How was it poſſible patiently to leave ſuch a Wife? 
ſo thar his perplexed mind diſcourſed on this faſhi- 
on when he lookr on her : And ſhall I fo, yea 6 
ſuddenly and ſo unkindly leave and forſake my ,, 
Wife, my moſt dear and loving Wife, the only joy 
of my heart in this world, my companion and part- 
ner in all my grief and labour ; the augmenter of 


her,ſ 
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her, nor for a time (as heretofore I did, when the 
Emperor's ſervice called me from her) bur for ever, 
never again to enjoy her, yea,-ir may be never to 
ſee her ? And ſhall I deprive my (elf of her, and 
thereby deprive my ſelf of all others alſo, and of 
all the conjugal life: and married eſtate ? And ſhall 
I ſo leave her deſolate and alone in thar eſtate and 
age whereof ſhe is? Alas poor Lady, what ſhall ſhe 
do ? what ſhall become of her, and her poor little 
ones, when I am gon? How many doleful days 
without comfort, many waking nights withour 
ſleep, ſhall ſhe paſs over ? What will ſhe do bur 
weep and wail, and pine away with grief ? And as 
he caſt theſe rhings in his mind, he thought he 
even ſaw his Wife, how ſhe took on wich her (ſelf 
ſighing, and ſobbing, and weeping, yea, howling 
and crying, and running after him with theſe piriul 
ont-cries : Ah my dear Lord, and ſweer Husband, 
wherher will you go ? and will you leaye me, mi- 
ſerable woman, comfortleſs and ſuccourleſs? Whar 
ſhall become of me, when you are gone ? What can 
honours, pomps, riches, gold, filver, jewels, friends, 
company, all delights and pleaſures in the earth, 


what can they all do ro my comfort when I wanr 


jon ? And whar joy can 1 have jn my children 
withour you, bur rather my grief to be doubled to 
look on them ? And how can I or the world be 
perſwaded that you care for them, and for my ſelf ? 
It his oo love that rhou ſo often boaſtedſt of ? Ah * 
miſerable love which had rhis iflue ! either never 
didft thou love me, elſe never had true love fo 
fifange an end as this of yours hath. . And yet, 
which 1s worſe than all this, you never ſhewed me 
the cauſe of your ſtrange departure : had I known 


the cauſe, Ir would never have grieved me half fo 


much : But now thar rhe cauſe 1s not known, what 
will the world judge, bur the fault js jn me? ar 


B 3 leaſt 
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leaſt, if they cannot condemn me for it ; yet hoy 


reproachful will it he to me, when every baſe Com: 
panion dare lay irin my diſh, and point ar me*'with 
their fingers when [ go by, and ſay, This 1s thar 
tord Woman, who married: him with whom ſhe 
could nor live, and whom: her Husband difdained 
to live withal? This 1s that fimple fool, who 1s de. 
folate having a Husband, and a Widow, her Husband 
yer being alive, Either ſhall I be counred wicked, 
which have cauſed thee to leave me, or fooliſh, mj- 
ferable, and unhappy, who choie ſo fondly, as to 
race him whom I. could rot be ſure of when I had 
him. In a word, I ſhall be deprived of thee; yea, 
of all poſlivility of having any other; and fo ha- 
ving a Rusband, atid of a noble Family, I ſhall 
live in ail miſery, altogether withour a Husband, 
Theſe two copitations of his Father and his Wife 
greatly tormenred him, and the more becauſe he 
liboured to keep cloſe this fire, which burned and 
boiled in his heart : namely,to conceal his departure, 
jeſt by being known, it mighre be hindred, which 
ne would nor for a world. 

Yer there was a third ard ſpecial care that pinch- 
ed him. and rhar was for his children, which were 
fix in all ; goodly and towardly children, and wor- 
thy of ſo noble Parents 3 the more grief,was 1t, 
that chey were ſo young, as that they could nor yet 
conceive what it was to want a Father 3 the eldeſt 
was ſcarce fifteen, and the youngeſt ſcarce four 
Y:.ar old : he loved rhem with moſt render and fa- 
thecly affefcton, and was again loved and honoured 
of them. Ir is wonderful to think, how when hi: 
Wife the Lady did give into his arms his youngeſt 
child co play withal -(*as oftentimes Wives ule to 
to do) how ir were poſlible for him, and whar ado 
he had with himſelf co contain from flouds of cears; 
eſpecially becauſe his eyes ſeeing them, m= his 
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heart taking delighr and pleaſure in them, his mind 
could nor bur diſcourſe on this manner : And ſhall 
[ within theſe few days utterly forſake theſe {weer 
babes, and leave them to the wide and wicked 
world, as though they had never been my children, 


nor I their father ? Yea happy had I been, if I had 


never had them, or having them might enjoy em : 
To he a father of no children, and yer to have 
children, thar is a miſery. And you poor Orphans, 
what ſhall become of you when I am gon ? your hap 
is hard, even ro be fatheileſs, your father y: ': Iv» 
ing ; and whar can your great birth now help 3ou ? 
for by my departure you ſhall loſe all your living 
and wealth, and all your dignity whatſoever, which 
otherwiſe you had been ſure of : nay, my departure 
ſhall nor only deprive you of all this, bur lay you 
open to all infamy, reproach, and ſlander, and 
bring upon you all kind of miſery. . And thus, rhen 
ſhall the time be curſed rhat ever they had me to 
their Father. And whar can your woful mother a9 


when ſhe looketh on you, bur weep, and wring her 


hands, her grief ſtill jncreafing as ſhe looks upon 
you ? Yet thus muſt I] leave you all confounded 
together 111 heaps of grief, weeping and wailing one 
with another, and I in the mean time weeping aizd 
wailing for you all. Many other gricfs, teimprat: - 


ons and hindrances aſſaulted him, though they were 


not ſo weighty as theſe formerly named, yet which 
might have been able ro have hindred any mans de- 
parture, being 1n his caſe ; as to leave the company 
of ſo many eallanr Noblemen and Gentlemen, his 
kindred and acquaintance ; to loſe ſo honcurable an 
Ofiice and place he bare inthe Emperors Court ; to 
leave for ever his native. Soil, the delicate Taly; 
to deprive himiclf and his poſteriry cf the noble 
Title and rich Living of a Marqueſdom ; to under- 
rake a moſt long and tedious journey ; to caſt him- 
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ſelf intro exile, poverty, ſhame, and many other 
mſeries wirhout hope of recovery for ever; to 
change his former pleaſant life into all harineſs, 
and give a farewel to all the delicacies of Tab, 
wherein he was brought up; to leave that goodly 


Garden of his Father the Marqueſles, which once. 


ſhould be his own 3 the goodlieſt Garden almoſt 
inal) 7raly, or all Chriſtendom, which was furniſhed 
with plants of all ſorts, and thoſe not only of all 
that grow in 1taly, bur even ſuch as were to be got 
out cf all orher Countries : This Garden and Or- 
chard was ſo exquiſite both this way, and in divers 
other ſorts of Elegancies,thar a great number of men 
of all qualities reſorted daily out of all Countries 
to ſee it. Bur this and all other the pleaſures and 
delicacies of this preſent life could do nothing with 
him to remove him from his purpoſe ; bur he re- 
"nounced them all, and reſolved to leave them all, 
to follow Chriſt : ſo ſtrong and admirable was the 
conſtancy of this noble Gentleman, 


Lm—— ku 
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CH AP, 1s 


How after all the Temptations which Fleſh 
and Bloud laid in his way to hinder his de- 
parture, he conſulted with the Lord, and 
from him rece red grace to overcome them 
all. 


Ur it may be asked, Whereupon was grounded 

') fo great unmoveableneſs of this purpoſe, or 
whence came it ? If we ask the world and common 

judgement, they will anſwer, that doubtleſs melan-- 
cholic humours prevalling in him, ſpoiled the man 
of his judgment and natural afte&tions, and __ 
re 
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red common ſenfe and reaſon, and thence proceed- 
eth ro this obſtinate and deſperare purpoſe, as the 
world judged of ir. But if a man lifc up his eyes 
higher, and behold the matter more ſeriouſly, he 
might have manifeſtly ſeen that it came to paſs by 
the merciful blefling and ſtrong hand of God, who 
from albeternity had predeſtinated him, that he 
ſhould ſtand ſo unmoveable againſt all remptations, 
and concinue in one tenour ſteady and ſtedfaſt, until 
he had made void all the attempts of Satan, and 
removed all the ſtumbling-blocks which his fieſh 
and blood, and carnal reaſon could caſt in his way 
for the which purpoſe the Spirit of- God enabled 
him to reaſon with himſelf on this ſort; Thou 
Lord art he who drew and deliveredſt me our of 
che thick and miſty darkneſs of 1gnorance, and haſt 
enlightned my mind with the light of thy holy Spi- 
rit, and with the heavenly knowledg of thy Truth : 
Thou haſt made known to me theway of Salvation, 
and haſt ranſomed me to thy ſelf by the blood of 
thy Son. Now therefore good Lord and noly Fa- 
ther, I am wholly thine, and conſecrated ro thy 
glory; and as I am thine, I will follow thee and 
obey thee, and walk in the way of thy will whi- 
ther ſoever thou ſhalt call me, Nor my Father, 
nor my Wife, nor my Children, nor my Honours, 
nor my Lands, nor my. Riches, nor all my Delica- 
cies and Pleaſures ſhall hold or hinder me one hour 
from following thee. I deny my ſelf, O Lord, and 
I deny this whole World for thee and thy ſake : 0 
Lord, thou knoweft me, and the readineſs of my 
mind to wait upon thee, and how that my heart is 
inflamed with the fire of thy love : Yer thou ſeeſt 
again how many enemies compaſs me, how many 
hindrances lie in my way, and how many temprati- 
ons and impediments lic upon me,ſo that I am ſcarce 
able ro move or lift up my head unto thee ; O Lord, 

5 I 


30 The Life of Galeacius 
Iam now in the depth of thoſe rroubles, out of 
which the holy Prophet Data once cried to thee; 
as I doncw ;, O Lord, have mercy'on. me, and deliver 
7y Soul, And although Saran and my own fleſh do. 
a3ighr mc in this my purpoſe, while they ſer be- 
fore mine eyes the croſs,the infamy, and the pover- 
ty, and ſo many miſeries, which I am like 1n this 
my new profeſſion ro undergo : notwirhſtanding, O 
Lorti.l lift up my felf in the contemplation and be- 
'o1Jing of thy infirit Majeſty, and therein I ſec 
and confeſs, rhac the croſs and aifiction 1s blefled 
and plortous, which makes me like, and conforma- 
ti<ro Chriit my Head and that trfamy to be ho- 
rouravie, which ſets me in the way to true ho- 
rour 5 and that poverty to be defired, which de- 
p:1ving a man of ſome temporal goods, will reward 
tim withan heavenly inheritance, than which there 
15 norhing more precious, I mean, O Lord, than 
with thine one ſelf, and thy Glory ; O everlaſting 
God, and that by thy only Son J]ctus Chriſt 3 th:ar 
fo enjc;ing thy glorious Preſence, may Jive for 
everwith thee in thar heayenly Society : O bleiled 
and happy theſe miſeries that pull me our of rhe 
worlds vanities, and fink of fin, rhar I may be made 
heir of an everlaſting glory. Welcom therefore the 
"Croſs of Chriſt, I will rake it up, O Lord, and1 

v1]i follow thce. 

With theſe and ſuch like holy medirations, and 
_ ether holy means, he overcame at laſt rhe atre:: pts 
of Satan, all his own natural and carnal aficaions 3 
yea, and the world it ſelf; and verified thar 1n 
himſelf, which Paul affirmed of Gods true Elect, 
that they that are Chriſts, have crucified the fleſh with 
the affefions and lufts; that is, have crucified their 
Souls for Chriſt, who crucified himſelf for them. 0 
Satan, Gods Enemy and his Childrens, how vein 
were all thy atremprs,and Row light alt thy ailzules! 
in 


PO 


in yain doſt thou ſer upon thoſe for whom Chriſt 
youchſafed ro die, and ſuffer upon the Croſs 3 up- 
on which Croſs he ſo brake thy head and thy pow- 
er, and ſo trampled over thee, rhart now thou [tialt 
not be able to touch the leaſt hair of the head of 
any of thoſe for whom he died. And as for Gale- 
actus, he had builded his houſe on the Rock, and 
founded ir ſo ſure, that no wind, no rain, nay no 
flouds of griefs,nor tempeſts of troubles, nor whirl- 
wind of remptations could once remove him : and 
ſo he continued reſolute as a Chriftian Conqueror, 
fully minded to leave his Country at the next op- 
porrunity he could take ; his mind _I cannor tel} 
whether more raviſhed witch joy one way, or more 


perplexed with grief another way ; bur betwixt joy 


and grief he ſtill continued his purpoſe, until ar latt 
his ſpiritual joy overcoming his natural and carnal 
orief, he fully concluded, thar in deſpighr of rhe 
Devil, and all impediments of the World, he would 
ſurely go. 


CHAP. A. 


How he performed his herojical reſolmtic, 
leaving all for Chriſt, and going to Ge- 
neva. 


N/A ertnpen: making known his mind but ta 
a few, and thoſe his moſt familiar Friends, 
and of whom he hoped well for Religion ; hc 
wroughr upon them ſo far, as that they promiſed 
and- vowed they would acccompany him in his vo+« 
luntary and Chriſtian baniſhmenr, that ſo they 
might enjoy the true liberty and peace of conſci- 

ence 
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Ence in the true Church of God. But how deep 
and unſearchable rhe judgments of God are, the 
event afterward ſhewed 3 for divers of them (tho 
not all) who fora time ſeemed to be induced and 
lead with a moſt earneſt Zeal of God's glory in this 
action, when they come to the borders of 1taly, 
and conſidered what rhey forſook, and to whar they 
now took themſelyes ; firſt began to look back again 
ro Ttaly. afrerwards went back again indeed, and (0 
turned again to the yomit of their pleaſures. 

Bur this irgratitude to the Lord for ſo great a fa- 
vour offered rhem, the Lord purſued with a juſt 
revenge ; for purpoſing to ſerve God in their plea- 
ſures, and in rhe midſt of Popery, they were after 
taken by the Spaniſh Tnquifirion 3 and ſo publickly 
recanting and abjuring the Chriſtian Religion, they 
were afrerward ſubje& to all miſery and infamy, ne1- 
ther truſted nor loy'd of the one fide or the other. 
This fearful deſertion and backſliding of theirs doubr- 
leſs was moſt grievous to Galeacius 3 and verily the 
Devil hoped hereby yer once again to have diverted 
him from his intended courſe, in making him be 
forſaken of thoſe, by whoſe company and ſociery he 
hoped to have been greatly comforred in this dil- 
comfortableVoyage.But notwithſtanding all this,Ga- 
teacius continued reſolute in his purpoſe, and ar Jaſt 
finding opportunity, attempted his departure, and 
made fir for ir, yer made no ſhew of any ſuch mart- 
ter, bur rather coloured and concealed his 1intenr, 
left the authority of his Father might any way 
* hinder his ſo godly purpoſe ; and fo gathering to- 
gerher four thouſand marks of his Mother's Goods 
which ſhe had left him ; on the one and twentieth 
of March, 1551. in the year of his age the four and 
thirtieth, he departed from Naples 1n manner as he 


was wont to do afore, making it known that he pur- 


poſed to go into Germany to the Emperor,, who at 
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Fthat time held his Court ar Auſpurge, and thither 


indeed he went, accordingly, and ſtayed ſerving 1n 
his place and office, till che ſix and rweniterth of 
May in the ſame year : Upon which day leaving rhe: 
Court and the Emperors Service, and his honoura- 
ble Office which there he bare ; and taking his laſt 
and everlaſting farewel ar the Court, and all world- 
ly delights, (and yer departing in ordinary ſort as 
before, and in purpoſe ro £0 into the Low-Countrier, 
as ſome thought) he rook his Journey firaight to- 
ward Geneva, and rhither came by Gods good hand 
the eighrh of Fune,and there refted his weary body, 
and repoſed his much more wearied conſcience,with 
a full joyful hearr ; yea, with the greateſt joy thar 
ever came to him in all his Life, bur only art rhe 
time of his conyerfion. 


De — 
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Of his arrival at Geneva,and his cntertain- 


ment there : and eſpecially his acquaintance 


and friendſhip with Calvin. 


N the City of Geneva (though there was a Church 
of Italians, who likewiſe were come thicher for 
the Gaſpel) yet he'found nor one whom he knew, 
ſave one La#antirs Rangonius,a Noble man of Sena 
in Taly; this Gentleman had been one of his famij- 
liar acquaintance when chey were at home, and now 
was Preacher of Gods word to the Church and Con- 
gregation of the Ttalzans, who were then at Ge- 
neva, Now when he iaw that the mercy of God 
had granted him to arrive ar this quiet and happy 
Haven, where he might with liberty of conſcienc 
-erve 
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CHAP xl 


alvins Epiſtle to Galeaciu 13, congratulating 
h1s holy and nappy conuer ſton. 


To the Noble Gentleman,and as well Honorable - 
for his excellent vertues, as for his high 
deſcent and lineage, Galeacius Caraccio- 
Ins, the 07 dy fon "wid heir aprarent to the 
Mar quefs of Vicum : John Calvin ſen- 
aeth greeting in our Lora, 


; | With thar when I firſt par our this Commenta« 


'ry, I had either nor known that at all, or at 
leaſt more throughly known thar man, whoſe Name 
Tam now confrained to blot out of this my Epiſtle: 


'YYct I fear nor ar all, left he ſhould eicher upbraid 
Fme with inconſtancy, or complain of injury offered 
\Fhim,in taking that from him which afore 1 beſtowe 
Jon him 3 becauſe it was his ewn ſecking, both te 
'Feftrange himfelf from me, and from all ſociety with 
J our Church, wherefore he may thank himſelf, 'and 


take the blame on his own neck ; for, for my own 


part T am unwillingly drawn chus far to change my 


accuſtomed manner, 2s to race out any mans Name 
our of my writing. And [ bewaile-rhat the man 
harh rhrown himſelf down- from rhar ſear of fame 
wherein I have placed him ; namely, in the fore- 


fronr of my Book 3 where my defire was he ſhould 


have ſtood, thereby to have been made famous to the 


World, Bur the fzulr 1s not in me, for as then I 


,held him worthy, ſo fince then he hach made him- 
felf unworthy ; and therefore ler ;.jm be as he 15, 
and 
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and lie for me buried in oblivion 3 and ſo for the 
good-will I once bear to him, I ſpare to ſpeak an 
more of him.And as for you (Right Honourable Sir 


Teal 
#hic 
ifc 


I might ſeek and excuſe why I pur you now 1s higfy + 
room, bur that I am ſo ſufficiently perſwaded dfff;; 
your great good will and true love to me, theſſrhri 


truth whereof can be teſtified by ſo many witneſſe; 
in our Church. And thar I make one wiſh mor, 
from my heart, that I had known you as well ten 
years 2g9, for then I ſhould have had no cauſe tg 
have altercd rhe Dedication of my Book, as now 
do. And as for the public cſtate of the Church, 
It 1s wc} that it ſhall not only loſe nothing by for-khe y 
getting that man, whoſe Name I now blot out, but (6 
by yours coming 1nto his ſtead, ſhall receive a fargyr 
greater g2in, and a ſufficient recompence. Forſkn t| 
though I know you defire not the public applauſe offimer 
the world, bur reſt contented in the teſtimony of flely 
Gods ſpirit in your conſcience : (neither 1s it my 
purpoſe to publiſh your praiſes to the world) not- 
wichſtanding, I think it my duty to make known 
ro the Reader ſome things concerning you, and 
whereof my ſelf and this-Church and City are. daily 
eye witneſſes; and yet not ſo much for your praiſe, 
as for, the benefir and inftruftion of the Readers, 
And this is it that T would all men ſhould know 
and make uſe of;. that a Gentleman, a Lord, fo 
well and highly born, flouriſhing in wealth and 
honour, blefled with a noble,and virtuous, and lov- 
ing Wife, and many goodly Children, living in all 
peace and quietnſs at home and abroad, wanting 
nothing that Nature could defire, and every way 
Bleſſed of God for all things. of this life, ſhould 
willingly and. of his own accord leave all thoſe,and 
forſake his Country, a rich, and fruitful, and plea- 
ſant ſoil ; ſo goodly a patrimony and inherirance,, 
ſo ſtately a houſe, ſeared ſo commodiouſlly _ ſo 
plea: 


an' 
im! 
whic 
for 
and 

to al 
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Flcaſantly, to caſt off all domeſtical delight and joy 
Bhich he might have had 1in ſo good a Father, 
ife, Children, Kindred, aftinity and acquaintance, 

| chat for this only, that he might come and ſerve 
EChriſt Jeſus in the hard and unpleaſant warfare of 
hriſtianity z and ſhould deprive himſelf of ſo 
any alluring delighrs of Nature, and ro conrenc 
imſelf with that ſlender meaſure of all things, 
zhich the diſtreſſed ſtare of our Church 1s able ro 
 toÞford 3 and from all the ſupertluities of a Courtly 
Ind Lordly life, here amongſt us to berake himſelf 
cl ſto an eaſy rare and frugal kind of life,even as though 
Or-FShe were no better than one of us; and yer though 
ut o recite all this to orhers,ſo I let it not paſs with- 
far out uſe ro my ſelf. For if I do ſer our your vertues 
Or fin this Epiſtle, as on the top of a Tower for all 
of imen ro ſee them, that ſo they may conform them- 
ſelyes to the imitation of them, ir ſhould be ſhame 
for my ſelf not ro be much. nearly and inwardly 
touched with a love of them, who am continually 
an eye witneſs of them, and daily behold them, 
not in an Epiſtle, bur in the clear glaſs of your 
wn life z and therefore, becauſe that I find in ex- 
perience, how much your example prevaiis in me 
or the ſtrengthening of my faith, ava the increaſe 
of godlineſs in me 3, (yea, and all other holy men 
who dwell in the City, do acknowledg as well as 
(FI, thar, this your example hath been greatly ro 
'- their edification in all grace : ) I thoughr ir 
l therefore a neceffary duty to impart this rare 
> fiexample of yours to the world, that ſo the pro- 
/ Fic and benefir of us might enlarge ir ſelf, and 
L ſpread our of this City into all the Churches of 
l BGod + for otherwiſe it were a needleſs Jabour to 
* Fake known to the furtheſt parts of Chriſtendom, 
the vertues of ſuch a man, whoſe nature _ 
: | =_ 


. 
. 
” 
a 4 . 
a a EPI” 
IE »- | P er want 


- nd Y 


\ You In the denial of rhemſclves, (which indeed i 
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diſpoſition is ſo our of love with pride, and { 
far removed from all oftentarion, Now if it ſha 
pleiſe God tar many ocrher (who dwelling far of 
have not hitherto heard of you) ſhall by rhe ſtrange 
neſs of chis your example addrets rhemſelvs to the Dec! 
imitation of it, and leave their pleaſant reſk$'%» 
whereto rhe world hath ferled rhem fo falt, I ſhall I h; 
think my felf bountifully rewarded for theſe m nd 
pains , for out of queſtion it ſhould be common and 82 * 
uſual amongſtChriſtians,nor only to IeaveLivings,ard 'P* 
Lord N1ps, and Caſtles, and Towns, and Offices,and] P!? 
promotions, when the caſe ſo ſtands, that a man] 9%< 
may mr enjoy torch Chriſt and chem ; but evenſ]'**? 
willingly and chcarfully ro deſpiſe and ſhake off '' 
whatſoever under the Sun (though ir be never (0 "©: 
dear an4 precious, ſo pleaſant and comfortable ) in **' 
reſpett and compariſon of Chriſt, Bur ſuch js rheſſ P*! 
flowneſs and fuggiſthneſs of moſt of us, that we def P<! 
bur coldly and formally profeſs the Goſpel; bur no 
one of a hundred, if he haye bur ſome little Landy *"* 
or ptece of a Lordſhip, that will forſake or deſpil: an 
it for the Goſpels ſake ; yea, nor one of many, buf '* 
very hardly 1s drawn to renouce the leaſt gain af ©© 
plezſure, ro follow Chriſt wichour ir ; ſo far ar fr: 
they from denying themſelves, and laying domff * 
their lives for the defence of ir. I wiſh theſe meſſ ©! 
would look at you, and obſerve what it 1s you hav 8t 
forſaken for the love of Chriſt, and eſpecially I wiſh fn 
thac a'l men who have taken upon them already the P* 
profeſliion of Religion, would labour to reſemble 98 


the chief of all Heavenly vercues ;) for you can vel © 
ry ſuſtiently reſtifie with me, as I can with you If 
how little joy we take in theſe mens companies ul 
whoſe lives make jt manifeſt, that though they have] ** 
lefr thejr Countries, yet they , have brought hirhe 
vith them the ſame affeRions and diſpoſitions gr 
the) 
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ſhafſthey had ar home; which if they had alſo renouN” 
officcd, as well as they did their Countries, then had 
noe]they indeed been true Denicrs of themſclves, and 
th been partakers with you of that true praiſe, where” 
eft;Yiny alats, you have bur few copartners. Bur becavſe 
ha] bad rather the Reader ſhould gather che truth 
my} #0 {iraygeneſs cf this our examp'e, than I ſhould 
and8 go abour in words to expreſs it; 1 will therefore 
ard] ſpare further ſpeech, ard turn my felf ro God in 
and prayer, defiring of his mercy, thar as he hath en- 
J ducd you hitherto with an heroical ccurage and {pt- 
f ritual boluneſs, fo he would furniſh you with an 1n- 
vinicidle conftancy to endure to the erd ; for Iam 
nor ignorant how flrangely the Lord hath exerciſed 
You heretofore, ard what dangerous pikes you have 
paſled e're you came to this 3 by which former ex- 
perience your ſpiritual wiſdom is able to conclude, 
that a hard and toilſom warfare doth ſtill rewain 
and wair for you 3 and what necd there 1s to have 
the hand .of God from Heaven wrovght out to aſlift 
ve, you have ſo ſufficientiy learned in your former 
conf}i&s, as T am ſure you will joyn with me in 
Prayer for the gift of perſeverance to us both : 
Ard for my part, I will nor ceafe to beſcech Jeſus 
Chriſt cur King and God, (ro whom a!) power was 
vil given of his Father, and in whom arc kepr ail the 
A ereaſures of ſpiritual bleſſings) thac he would fi;il 
hel preſerve you ſafe in Soul and Body, arid arm you 
[4 againſt al] remprations to come, and that fill he 
i would procced to triumph in you over tte Devil, 
ef 2nd all hjs vile and wicked faQion, to the magnily - 
vo ing of his own glory, ard the inlargivg of his Eing- 
vF dom in your {elf, ard others of his children. 0 Ca/. 
Feor. 1586, at Geneva, Tour Honours moſt aſſured 
in the Lord, 


JOHN CALVIN. 
CHAEP, 
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C'H AP. XIE - ry 


TVews of his departure to Geneva came to Na fo 
ples and the Emperors Court ;, and how thifGal: 
old Marqueſs his Father, and other hyp" 
Friends were affected with the News, 


—_— 


Nd thus ( to return again to our ſtory) Gale 
A leactus ſerled himſelf down at Geneva, as a 
a joyful reſting place. Bur when the news of 
ſudden and ſtrange a departure, and ſo wilful an exÞhe 
itle.came to Naples,and were made known in the Em 
perors Court, it would ſcarce be believed or thought 
how ſtrangely it affe&ed and moved all rhat heard / 
it, All men wondred at ir, and the moſt could nafj + 
be perſwaded it was ſo; but when ir was certain { 
ly known, and out of doubt, it was ftrange to ſe 
how every man gave his verdi& of the matter ; ſom 
one way, ſome another, as the courſe of men it 
ſuch caſes 1s ; bur above all, it ſo abaſhed and aſtc 
niſhed his own Friends and Family, that nothing 
was heard or ſeen amongſt rhem bur cries and laf 
mentations, moſt birrer tears, and piritul comp... 
plaints. And ſurely to have beholden rhe ſtate off... 
that Family, how miſerable it ſeemed at that time, - 
to be diſtreſſed, a man would have thought ir evet % 
a lively pattern and picure of all wo and miſery, bf 
Bur none was more inwardly pinched than the Mary, 
queſs his Father, whoſe age and experience beingk... 
great, ſeemed to aflure him of norhing to _ hi 
cre- 


ar 
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ereupon but infamy and reproach, yea the utter 

ndoing and ſubvertion of his whole eſtate and fa- 

my; notwithſtanding, paſſing over thar fir of ſor- 

- ſowas ſoon and as catily as he could, the wretched 

nd careful old man began to berhink himſelf by 

hat means he might prevent ſo miſerable a ruine 

nd fall, which ſeemed to hang over him and his, 

7, (one thing amongſt other came into his mind, which 

iſo has once cauſed many grievous temptations to 

thefGaleacius, and hath much troubled his mind be- 
hj;gore his departure, It was this. 


as 
—— 


=: QCHAF mn 


S at 


1 The firſk means uſed by his Father, the old 
Tr Marqueſs, to recall him home again ; he 
nw ſent a Kinſman of his, whom he ki;ew his 
na} Sor dearly loved,to perſwade him to return, 


inj bat he could n0t prevail. 


Aleacius had a Couſen german, whom always 
10 he eſteemed and loved as his brother ; this 
""IGcncleman ſo tenderly loved of Galeacizs, did the 
- Plarqueſs ſend ro Geneva to his ſon, with Commil- 
Fon and Letters full ' of authority, full of prote- 
TKations, full of pitiful complianrs, full of cry- 
Ings, and intreatings that he would come home 
WEozin,and thereby chear up his old Father,and make 
n 2ppy again his unhappy Wife, be a comfort to his 
diſtreſſed Children, a rejoycing to his Kinsfolks,and 
Fo the whole Ciry of Naples, and ſave his whole 
"offouſe and poſterity from that extreme rujne, which 


» therwiſe it would be ſure to fall intro, Thus this 
y Gentle- 


CR TT C———_ 
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Gentleman was diſparched away and haſted to 
Geneva, with great hope,for their antient and faithy,.: 
ful love to have prevailed with Galeacizs ; where, .: 
by rhe way we are to remember, that Galeactuſſ,- 
did always ſo love him, that the Gentlemayg,..; 
was not ſo ſorrowful for his departure, bur Galea. 
c1:5 was much more ſorrowful chat he could nor wit; 
him to have gon with him 1n his holy Pilgrimagg.n, 
for Religions ſake ; bur he ſo much feared co hay 
been hindred himſelf, that he durſt not deal with 
this Gentleman his deareſt Coſen, no nor with hil: 
Wife, to periſwade them- to have gon with him 
The Gentleman coming to Geneva, enquired afte 
Galeacins : At that time Gafeacrizs dwelt inan ord: 
nary and mean. houſe, which he had taken ro hi 
oxn uſe, having no more attendance bur only tw, 
ſervants, The Gentleman- at laſt found him out}. 
and preſented himſelf inro his fight. Tr had bee: 
a piriful ſpectacle ro have ſeen the meeting of rhoſfe 
two Gcatlemen 3; their firſt meering and in; 
bracings were nothing art all but ſighs and ſobs, anc 
tears, and unutrerable figns of grief; ſuch unf 
peakable ſorrow did their natural affeRions bree( 
1n them, that for divers hours they could not ſpe 
2 word one to another, bur at laſf the Gentleman 
burnivg in defire ro enjoy again his deareſtGaleacy 
burſt forth into ſpeaches, and mixing tears ant 
ſobs with every word, delivered his Letters till he 
could come to more liberty of ſpeech ; and at la 
having obrained of his afteQions leave to ſpeak, ht 
added to his Letters, exhortations,ftrong perſuaſi 
ons, earneſt intreatics, and withal plenty of tear 
that he would have reſpec to the overthrow of hi 
Houſe, the grief of his oid Father, the deſpt 
rate eſtate of his Wife and Children, rhe continu 
al complainrs made by all his friends and kinsfolk 
!1 which notwithftanding were nor ſo paſt cur 
but 
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it that yer they might be remedied by his return 
ith rain. This was the ſubſtance of his meſſage. Ga- 
WiS.c:45 taking not long time to adviſe himſelf in this, 
CMBMich the world would think ſo weighty a crſe, ad- 
my:efſed him immediately this anſwer in brief : 
ledFLar he perceived very well all to be true thar he 
WiEid 3 but as for his departure, it was not done 
128Þ:ſhly, nor upon any fond conceit, bur upon ma- 
12\Fire deliberation 3; that the Lord was the Author of 
VIShe ation, rhat God's grace was the cauſe moving 
 liSim, and the means whereby he brought ir to paſs 
uMwhich grace of God, he ſaid, had opened his eyes, 
nd enlighcned h1s mind with the knowledg of the 
Truth, and made him ſee and diſcern the Coſenages 
$nd Superſtitions, and Idolatry of Popery ; which 
Cy an 1impious and facrilegious difiribution dividerh 
oulſhe glory of God, ( which is inconmmunicable) and 
cmpartcth the ſame with fained and filthy Idols : he 
10ſ&kewiſe rold him, that he well foreſaw all the infa- 
Mes and miſeries which would cnſue upon this his. 
aiFonverſion, and all danger and damage which rhere- 
ungy his Houſe and Children was like to incur, Bur 
e ſaid,thar ſeeing one of thoſe muſt needs be cho- 
Fn, cicher to ſtay ar home with a conſcience bur- 
lened with a heavy heap of errors and ſuperſii- 
"$0n3z, piled togecher by the ſlight of Satans art, 
nd every moment to fin againſt the Majeſty of 
od ſo many thouſand ways ; or elſe to leave his 
ouſe, his Goods, his Family, his Country, yea, 
Jie world, and all the glory of it, and thereby 
urchaſe liherty of conſcience to ſerve the Lord ac- 
Fording to his word ; that therefore he reſolved, of 
he rwo evils to chuſe the leſs, and of the goods to 
1PEhuſe che greater; and rather ro ſhur his eyes at 
F theſe, than the ſight of them ſhould hinder him 
wom yielding to the call and voice of his Saviour 
culEiritt, who ſaith, That a man is not worthy to be his 
but Dijciple, 
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Diſciple, who leaveth not father and.mother, and ; 
 dren,. and brethren, and ſiſters; yea, and his own |; 
In compariſon of him. And this he ſaid was ff 
cauſe, why he did forſake Parents, and Wife, a 
Children, and all his Friends, and had renounc: 
all his wealth and dignities, becauſe he could n 
enjoy both Chriſt and them. And as for them all, 
was ſorry that eicher they would not come to him, 
that he might not more ſafely live with them, there 
to comfort 'em.Bur as for himſelf,he ſaid he had rid 
es and honour,and joy enough ; yea,all ſufficient h; 
pineſs, as long as ( with theſe two Servants and h 
lirtle Cortage ) he might live in the true Church 
God, and might purely ſerve him, and might « 
joy God's Word and Sacraments, not being mix 
and defiled with rhe ſuperſtitious devices of ma 
brain, and as long as he might live in che comp 
ny of godly men, and have time and liberry ro ne 
ditzre by himſelf, and confer with them of t 
great bleſſings which in his converſion his good Gt 
had vouchſafed to him 3; and rhat ſo he might wit 
true contentation and perfe& peace of conſciend 
aim and aſpire at that immorcal glory which Chr 
hath prepared for all his children : yea he concl 
ded, that his want was abundance, his poverty ple 
fant, and his mean eſtate honourable in his eyes, 
| Tong as he endured them for theſe conditions. 
This his anſwer was as hardly entertained of 
Kinſman, as it was unlooked for afore it came 3 by of 
ſeeing he could nor reply with any reaſon, nor 4 
ſwer him with any ſhew of argument; and p 
ceived it hard, or rather impoſſible ro remove tl ho 
man one jot from his reſoſution 3 for that he hah Ve 
grounded ir, nor on any reaſon or will of man, bF Cal 
npon the holy word of God, and his powerful anf v! 


unreſiſtible calling ; therefore with a co Ti 
ea 
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{ heart he held his tongue, bitrerly complaining wich- 


in himſelf of his ſo hard hap, and uncomfortable 


ſucceſs; and ſo reſolved ro return home again, 
heartily wiſhing that he had never taken that journey 
\J in hand ; and ſo at laſt he went indeed and took - his 
F leave of his beloved Galeacias,but not withour plent 

of rears on both ſides, with nmiany a woful cry and piti- 
ful farewel, And no marvel, for beſides nearneſs 
of blood, their likeneſs in manners and daily con- 


| verſation together had linked chem in a ſure bond 


of friendſhip; but there wanted in one of. them 


-"Y the ſureſt link in that chain, that 1s, Religion, and 


4 | ſoit could not hold : and therefore the world pul- 

+» ling the other of them from the world, ſo rheſe 

- | two friends left each other,being in fear never to ſee 
one anorher again. | 


—m————_————_ __Ad mo a 


LF ru" ns. id 


CHAP. XV, 


Of his Coſens return to Naples without ſucceſs; 
427d how Galeacins was proclaimed Traitor 
ny for his departure. 


\ 


ND thus at laſt he came home to Naples with. 
heavy chear. Whoſe appraach being heard 


- bil of, there was running on all ſides to hear good news: 


1 bat when he had delivered his meſſage ; alas: how 
all their ſorrow was redoubled- upon them 3 and 
how his father, wife, children, and all his friends _ 
were overwhelmed with griecf': and the rather, be- 


| bifcauſe as at the ſame time an Edi& was pubhſhed, 


wherein Galeacizs was proclaimed guilty of high 
Treaſon : and therefore all my goods coming _ 
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by his mother, were confiſcate, and himſelf, and 
all his poſteriry utterly cur off, and excluded from 


all right of ſucceſſion in his fathers Marqueſdom ; 
which thing (above all other grievouſly afteQed 


the very heart 3 the advancing and honouring 
of his poſterity being the only thing he aimed ar all 
life. Whercupon he bethought himſelf as old as 
he was, to make a journey to Ceſar the Emperor, 


'the old Marqueſs, and grieved the good old man at | 


and thereby if ir were poſlible ro prevent this'f} 
miſchief,purpoſing to make bur this ſuit to his Ma- ff 


jeſty,Thar his ſons departure for the Roman Church, 
might not prejudice nor hinder the ſucceſſion and 
Honour of his Children and poſteriry, bur that he 
himſelf might only bear the puniſhment of his own 


fault. 


i 


G-H-A-P. AVE 


Of the ſecond means uſed to recall him : his 
father ſent for him to come and meet him 
at Verona ; but all he could do by him- 
ſelf or others whom he ſet on, prevailed no-| 
thing at all. . | 


" A Nd whilſt he was reſolving of this purpoſe, he 
berhoughrt him of another remedy and means, 
whereby he hoped to remove his ſons mind from 


| his purpoſe, and withdraw him from the company 


of thoſe Hererics of Geneva, as he and the world 
accounted of rhem. Therefore in haft he diparched 


away a Meſſenger with Letters to his Son, comman-| 


ding 


47 
ding him by the authority of a father ro meer him. 
at a certain day WPPGURee at the City of Verona 


Caracciolus, Marg. of Vico. 


in the dominion of the Venetians ; at which Town 
he promiſed to ſtay for him, as he went toward . 
Germany to the Emperor: and for his Sons more 


| ſecurity, he procured a ſafe condu&t from the 


Duke and Seignory of Venice, that his Son might 
go and come without danger of life, or liberty. 
Galeacots receiving the letrers, and being reſolved: 


' by his own conſcience, and them .ro whom he 
-F| imparted the matter, that he might not any way 


with good conſcience diſobey ſo reaſonable a re- 
queſt and lawful a commandment of his Father, 
anſwered that he would go; although he feared 
that by his meeting, and talk of his Father and 


him, his Fathers mind would - but be more vehe- 


mently exaſperaced againſt him : for he firmly 
reſolved afore he went, that all the threatnings, 
entreaties, counſels, and temptations that his Fa- 
ther could deviſe, ſhould not ſtir him one inch- 
from that courſe of Religion, whereby he had be 
oun to ſerve the Lord. With this purpoſe he de- 
pome Geneva, Aprilss 19. 1553. furniſhed with 

eavenly forrirude, aflifted with the prayers of the 
Church, and armed with conſtancy, and with the 
ſword of Gods word ; whereby he hoped to 
ſuſtain and bear back all the darts of temptations, 


| Whereby he knew he ſhould be afſaulred. Coming, 


to Verona,there he found the Marqueſs his Fathers 
who received and : uſed hin. kindly, though he 
could not but manifeſt in his counrenance the jn- 
ward anger and prief of his heart. After a few 
ſalutarions, the Farther began with all his-cunning 
to deal with him about his return: home again, 
laying open to the full chat perpetual infamy,which 


was ſure to fall on his houſe and poſterity, unleſs 
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that Galeacizs did prevent ſo great miſchief : 
which (faith he) thou eafily mayſt do, and of 
right thou oughteſt ro do, and I know thou wilt 
do, if there be in thee but one ſpark of nacural 
aftetion to Father, Wife, or Children. Galea- 
cis che Son with ſuch reverence as was due to his 
Father, anſwered with all ſubmiſſion, that his bo- 
dy and eſtate is his Fathers, bur his conſcience 
is the Lords : and tells him he can by no means 
return home, bur he ſhould make ſhipwrack 
of a good conſcience : he proves it to him by 
good reaſons,and ſuch as his Father could not reſiſt, 
and therefore humbly increats his Farther that ſee- 
ing his defire 1s only to obey the Lord, and fave 
his ſoul ; that therefore he would not urge 
him to reſpe& more the good eſtate of his Chil- 
dren, than the glory of God, and his own-Souls 
healch. The Marqueſs perceived he laboured in 
vain to remove his Son from his reſolution, which 
he judged to be nothing but a perverſe ſtubborn- 
neſs againſt the Catholic Religion, as he thought : 
and therefore with grief of mind ceaſed thar ſuir 
and imparred to him the cauſe of his journey to 
the Emperor ; ſtrialy enjoyning him thar he 
ſhould not return to Geneva, but. abide in Jtaly 
til] he had obrain'd his ſuir ar the Emperors hand, 
and was: returned out of Germany 3; which thing 
Galeacus promiſed and performed ; for he abode 
in taly until Auguſt : at which rime he had notice 
that his Father had prevailed 1n his ſuit before 
During which time, one Heron! - 
mus Fracaſtorius, a norable Philoſopher, Phyſician, 
and Poet, (being procured and ſet on by the Mar- 


- queſs )dealt with Galeacins with all his might and 


eloquence,ro perſwade him toyleld to his Father ; 
adding withal,that that new Se& (as he term'd it) 
was falſe and deceitful,;and not worthy to believed. 
Gas 
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Galeacins heard all he could ſay, and anſwered hin 
point by-point : and finally, by the pure ſimpt1- 
city of the word of God, he ſatisfied him (rhough 
he was both wiſe and learned) that he willingly 
held his rongue 3 and ar [laſt friendly inrreared 
him, thar he would not be angry for that his im- 
portunity and boldneſs with him, 
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Of his return to Geneva : where he founded 
and ſctled a form of diſcipline in the Ita- 
lian Charch. 


Hus Galeacins hearing of his Fathers ſucceſs, 

.. returned with a joyful heart roward Geneva; 
for that he ſaw his Father delivered from the fear 
of that infamy, which the confiſcation of his 
poods, and forfeiture of his lands might have 
brought upon his family 3 and therefore he hoped 
he would be the leſs moved againſt him. Where- 
upon ſerling himſelf down at Geneva, and deviiing 
how tro ſpend his time in doing good, he began to 
'confider ſerjouſly of ſerling the Diſcipline 1n the 
Church of rhe Tralians which: was then at Geneva, 
(for thither had a great number of Talians tranſ- 
ported themſelves and their families for Religions 
ſake, flying the tyranny of the holy Tnquiſition ) 
and about that time it fell out fitly, that Calvin 
going Ambaſlador from Geneva to Baſil in caſes 
of Religion and other matters, cntreated Galea- 
cus to bear him company, whereunto he w1l- 


lingly-condeſcended. Ar Baſil he found an 1tali- 


en called Cel/as, .whoſe right name was Maximi- 
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zan, and was deſcended of the noble Houſe of the 
Earls of Mortinengs in Ituly : this man had gor a 
great name 1n /taly among the Papiſts for his elo- 
quence and ſpeech, and lately by the mercy of 
God was eſcaped out of the mire of Popiſh Su- 
peritirtons. Galeacius right glad of him, perſua- 
ded him to break off che purpoſe thar he had for 


England, and ro go to Geneva with him, where 


he miphr live inthe fellowſhip of a great number 
of his Countrymen, 1altans, and enjoy the bene- 
fir of the company, conference and familiarity 


' of many worchy men, bur eſpecially . the moſt 
{weet acquaintance of rhat great Calum; and all 
thoſe with the liberry of a good conſcience, The 


£02d Gentleman yielded, and ſo rhey coming to 
Geneva, by their induſtry and good means (roge- 
ther wich the help and direQion of Calun 1n all 
rings) that form of Diſcipline was eſtabliſhed 
in the Italian Church, which at this day ſtanderh 
and flouriſherh in the ſame Church, and remaineth 
recorded in a book for that purpole : and Maxi- 
milian the Earl, of whom we ſpake afore, was the 
firſt Paſtor ele& of thar Church, and undertook 


the charge, purely to expound the word of God, 


and ro adminiſter che Sacraments that Chriſt left 
behind him+,to watch over that flock and people: 
certain Elders were joyned as afliſtant ro him, wo 
whom was committed rhe care of rhe Church, to 
took to the purity of Docrin and Life in all 
eftares ; the principal of the Elders was Galeaci:ss 
himſelf, unto whom rhe honour 1s due of bring- 
ing to paſs ſo: worthy an Enterprize and che ra- 
ther, for that by his aurchoricy, diligence, and 
watchful care, he preſerved the ſame in good and 
ſure eftace all his life-rime ; and afrer him ic hath 
continued, being derived to. ochers, to the _ 
g00d 
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| good and profir of many Souls. And thus he paſ- 
ſed this year 1554. with joy and comfort. 
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CHAP. XVII 


The third contemplation to draw hinz 
away : Liberty of Conſcience offe- 
red him by bis Uncle Pope Paul the 
fourth 5 which after many temptati- 
ons of fleſh and blood to the contrary, 


at the laſt by the aſſiſtance of God's 


grace he refuſed. 

NE ſucceeded in order the year 1555.where- 
in Saran aſſaulted him witch new ſtratagems 
and deyices ; for thar year his Uncle, which was 
Paulus Quartus, his Mother's Brother, attained 
the ſeat of the Papacy at Rome, whereby the Mar- 
queſs his Father conceived good hopes by this 
means, either to draw his Son home again, or at 
leaſt ro procure him liberty of Conſcience, and 
leave to live in ſome City of Taly,where he might 
enjoy the ſociety of his Wife and Children, and 
they of him : Whereupon having occaſion of bu- 
ſineſs to travel that way, he ſent Letters to his 
Son to Geneva, commanding him to meet him ar 
Mantua in Italy; and for his eafier diſpatch, he 
ſent him proviſion of mony for the journey : 
Galeacius obeying again his Fathers will, rook his 
journey from Geneva, and came to Mantua rhe 
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fifteenth of Zune, where he was entertained by 
his Father with more than ordinary kindneſs, 
and in more loving manner than hererofore was 
accuſtomed, And at Jaft he opened his mind un- 
to him,the ſubſtance and efte& whereof was, That 
he had obtained of his Uncle, who now was Pope, 
a diſpenſation for him,whereby liberty was grant- 
£d him, to live in any City within the Juriſdidi- 
on of the Venetians, whereſoever he would, with- 
our any moleſtation to be offer'd him abour his 
Religion or Conſcience. His Father tells him 
that if he does this, this will be a greater ſolace 
to his old age,than his departure and abſence hath 


been prief unto him : beſides all chis,the good old | 


wan moſt earneſtly entreated him (though he was 
the Father, and ſpake to the Son) thar he would 
gratify him in this his requeſt : and added many 
beſeechings, who in any lawful thing might by 
his Authority have commanded him-; and every 
word that he ſpake was.ſo ſeaſoned, as coming 
from the affe&ion of a Father ; and ar laft with 
many ſtrong reaſons perſuaded: him not to reje& 
this ſo extraordinary a favour oftered him by the 
Pope in ſo ſpecial and rare clemency, whereby he 
might without hurr of his conſcience, live more 
commodiouſly than ever afore, and be reſtored to 
his former honour, and place, and eſtare, and re- 
cover the former love and eſtimation of all his 
Friends ; yea,and of many Strangers, who hear- 
ing of this his obedience to his-Father, would 
love him for it; unto which obedience to me 
(faith the Father to the Son) thou art bound both 
by the bond of nature, and by the Law and word 
of God, which thou ſo much ralkeſt of and ur- 
geſt ro me; therefore, ſaith he, if there be in 


thee either ſpark of natural aftection, or any 
Religion 
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Religion and Conſcience of thy Duty, thou wilt 


yield unto me in this, eſpecially ſeeing thou 


mayſt do ir without hurt or endangering thy 
Conſcience and Religion. This talk and requeſt 
_ of the Marqueſs diverſly affeted Galeacrus ; for 
the thing he requeſted, and rhe reaſons he urged 
ſeemed to be ſuch,. as he could with no good rea- 
ſon contradi& them 3 and yet he durſt not pre- 
ſently entertain the motion 3 beſides that the pre- 
ſence, authority, and reverend regard of his Fa- 
ther, the vehemency and afte&ion of his mind, 
and eſpecially the natural bond and obligation 
wherein the Son ſtands tied ro the Father in 
things lawful and indifferent ; (eſpecially when 
by that obedience no violence is oftered toa good 
conſcience) all this did greatly move him : Alſo 
natural and carnal reaſon for their parts aſſault him 
no leſs violently with ſach kind of arguments, as 
for the moſt part prevail with men. For his Fa- 
ther offered him yearly Tevenues, competent 
and fit for his eſtate, the ſolace of his children, 
and ſociety of his Wife 3 which two things he 
defired above all other things in the world. So 
that to this motion and requeſt of his Father the 
Marqueſs, Galeacius knew not well what to an- 
ſer on a ſudden, but ſtood for a time mufing 
and doubring What to ſay ; and the rather, for thar 
he then wanted his ſpecial Friend, faithful Cal- 
4t7n,with whom he nnght conſult in ſo weighty a 
cauſe : Ir ſeemed to him impjous and ungodly nor 
to yield to his Father in ſo lawful and reaſfona- 
ble a requeſt, and he ſaw no way how he might 
deny it, but muſt needs incur and undergo his 
Fathers extream diſpleaſure ; and yer how he 
might yield to it with ſafety of conſcience he 
much doubted 3 for he feared that more dan- 
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ger to his Profeſſion and Religion, and conſequentr- 


ty more hurt to his Soul might hereupon enſue 
than he could perceive ; ſo that he ſtood altoge- 
ther unreſolved in his own reafon what to do ; 
therefore in this extremity he denied himſelf, 


and renounced his own wit, ard in humble and. 


fervent prayer berook himſelf in this difficulty 


to the bleſling and direRion of his God and Savi- 


our, the author and true fountain of wiſdom and 
conſtancy ; humbly craving of the Lord to aſliſt 
him with his holy Spirir, rhar in this extremity he 
might adviſe and reſolve of the beſt and ſafeſt 
courſe, for God's glory and his own ſound comforr. 
(O how t:uly ſung that ſweer Singer of 1ael,King 
Darrd, whenthe ſaid, How happy and bleſſed are 
they that fear God, for God will teach them the way 
they ſhould walk ! ) Galeacius found it moſt rrue in 
hts own experience 3 for upon this his ſubmiſſion 
and Prayer, the Lord from Keaven. reſolved him 
in this ſorr, Thar ſeeing the Pope did (Antichrift- 
tike ) diretly oppoſe himſelf ro Chriſt, and his 
Religion and Church ; that rherefore he might 
by no means either ſue for, or accept any favour 
at his hand, nor be by any means beholden ro him 
at all. Becauſe what ſhew of ſervice ſoever was 
done to him by the enemy of Chriſt, ſeemed to 
be raken from Chriſt himſelf. Further, God's 
ſpirit perſuaded him it carricd too great a ſhew 
of Apoſtacy, of back-ſliding, ro forſake the com- 
pany of godly profeſſor:, and the fellowſhip of 
Chrifts Church, and to live amongſt Idolaters in 
the midſt of all abominations. The ſame Spiric 
of God. ſer before his Eyes that ſcandal avd oftence 
which this fa& of his would breed in the minds 


of the faithful, which would. think that he had' 


taken His farewel of Religion, and would now 
: ſhake 


. . Ty gory 
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ſhake hands, and renew his acquaintance with his 
old-Friend the World : Thar he had lightly e- 
ſteemed the ſpiritual bleflings and heavenly jew- 
els of graces, which God diſtributed daily in his 
Church, and would now berake himſelf again to 
the old affe&ions of his fleſh. The ſame ſpiric 
reſolved him, thar thus to forſake the ordinary 
means, and deprive himſelf of the true uſe ofthe 
Word and Sacraments,and to live in a place where 
was nothing bur Idolatry, was to tempt God in 
the higheſt degree. God likewiſe opened his eyes 
that he perceived the ſlights of Satan by this his 
Fathers drift : namely, to entangle him again in 
rhe ner of worldly cares, ro wrap his mind in 
the ſnares of Italian pleaſures 3 and ſo dazle his 
eyes with the honours, and pleaſures, and ſenſual 
delights, which once he had been brought up in, 
that his Religion might decay by little and little, 
and that all godlineſs might by the hear of rheſe 
new pleaſures, fall and melt away, like as wax 
before rhe fire: and laſtly, the Lord upon his 
prayer granted him the wiſdom. of his holy Spi- 
rir, to anſwer all his Fathers objegions, and con» 
fare all his arguments, And amongſt many others, 


he earneſtly entreared his Father, that he would - 


not do that unto him, which afrerward he would 
repent that ever he had done; namely, that he 


would nor be a means to make him a prey to the 


I, which had confirmed for a Law, and ra- 
tified it by many examples, that promiſe, faith, 
nor oath is to be kept with any man whom they 
call Heretic, Whereupon, ſaid he, Tr js better 
for me, and more joy to you, to live as I ds 
with the poor eſtate, than with hape of better to 


. indanger my Life, and ſo our whole Poſterity. 


By theſe, and ſuch like perſuaſions ir pleaſed God 
| DO 


ſo 


ſo to work upon the Marqueſs, that he was over- 


The Life of Galeacins 


come in this ſuit, wherein he ſuppoſed to have 
prevailed, and therefore he yielded againſt his 


will; and ſo with a ſorrowful heart returned to 
| Naples. And as he went, he certified the Pope 


of the obſtinacy of his Son, and ſo the Father and 
the Uncle bewailed together their 111 ſucceſs, 


— 
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Of his acquaintance with Franciſcus 
Portus, and the religious Dutcheſs 
of Ferrara, in his return home to 
Geneva. 


D UT in the mean time Galeacias, afrer he 
| had accompanied his Father ſomewhat on 
the way, returned with a full glad heart, and 
came to the City of Ferrara, where he was joy- 
fully received of Franciſcus Portus, a noble and 
renowned man for learning, and who afterwards 
taught publickly ar Geneva many years, and read 
the Greek LeAure with preat profit of the Audi- 
ence, and praiſe to himſelf, This Portus brought 
Galeactus into acquaintance with the noble Dutch- 
eſs of Ferrara, who entertained him honourably, 
and after much conference had with him of 'the 
alreration of his Religion, of the ſucceſs of his 
long Voyages and tedious journeys, of the Church 
of Geneva, of Calvin, and of many chief points of 
Chriſtian Religion, ſhe diſmiſſed him, and left 
him co his journey, bur nor withour all ee 
enat 
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that ſhe could afford him : and namely for one, to 
cclieve the length and rediouſnets of the way, ſhe 
ſent him her own Charior ; and thus Galeaczus 
was conveyed in rhe Chariot of ſo grear a Princeſs 
as far as to the Town of Francolium, from whence 
having a pleaſant tide down the River of Po, or 
Pads, he came by water into Venice, where ta- 
king Ship, and crofling the Sea, he went through 
Swizerland to Geneva, and rhirher came the four- 


teenth of OfFober the ſame year, the whole Con- * 


gregation, and eſpecially his chief Friends, re- 


joycing with joy unſpeakable for rhe ſafety of his - 


return, And thus this cruel tempeſt being over- 
blown, and now quieted, and Satan ſeeing he 
prevailed not by any of rhoſe forcible aſſaults, yer 
thought to try him with one more, and therefore 
came upon him afreſh, like as a ſecond fit of the 
Ague, ſtronger than the firſt ; and by this Satan 
feared not but to give him the overthrow, and ro 
bring him home again into Ttaly : and thus it 
Was. | 
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The fourth aſſault that Satan uſed to 
bring him back again, was by his 


Wife, who by her Letters won hint 
to come and meet her in Italy , 
which he yielded unto, and gave 


her a meeting. 


Is Wife ViZorza burned in long love and hear- 

ty afte&ion toward her Husband Galeactas, 

ſo that it cannot be uttered how vehemently ſhe 
defired his Company, whereupon ſhe never ceaſcd 
writing to him, and intreating him to return 
again to her and his children; Bur when ſhe 
ſaw her womanly arguments and vain ſcribling 
did no good, at laſt ſhe in an earneſt manner defi- 
red him to meet her in ſome City within the rer- 
ritory of the Venetians, nor far from the Kingdom 
of Naples. To this motion Galeacius yielded : 
and thus the Husband and Wife promiſed to meet, 
but the ends they aimed art were divers ; ſhe ho- 
ped by her 'flatrery and fair ſpeeches, her tears 
and lamentations, to win her husband home 
again ; and on the other fide, he was much more 
bufie 1n devifing how he might perſuade her to 
deliver her ſelf our of the filth of Popery, and 
come and dwell with him. With theſe reſolur1- 
ons they both going forward, ſhe came to V/7co, ro 
her Father-1n-law the Marqueſs : He came from 
| Geneva 
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neva to Lefina, a City in Dalmatia, This 
«/ina 1s diſtant from Vicum an hundred Italian 


niles by water, and ſtanderh juſt over againſt V7- . | 


am; and the Sea called the Venetzian Galf lieth 
heewixe them. Galeactus here abode, and ex- 
pected his Wife 3 but at that time fhe came nor 
15 ſhe had promiſed, and he expeted, Yet he 
could never learn the cauſe of her ſtaying art thar 
time, nor what it was that moved her ſo to diſap- 
point him 3 yer though ſhe came nor her ſelf, ſhe 
ſknt rewo of her eldeſt Sons to their Father, 
whoſe fight was moſt welcom, and their compa- 
ny moſt comfortable to Galeacus :- but on the 
other fide it grieved him the more, becaufe the 
fghr and company of his Wife was abſent, eſpe- 
cially for whom he had taken ſo long a journey : 
therefore ſending them ſoon afrer home again, he 
went away ſorrowful ro Geneva; where he had 
reſted bur a few days, bur another packer of Ler- 


ters came poſting from his Wife, beſceching him 


not to think much at her former negligence, and 


to .vcuchſafe once again to come to the ſame 


place : where, withour fail, ſhe would moſt glad- 
ly artend him, and ſolemnly vowed with large 
proteſtarions ſhe would not diſappoint him. The 
requeſt was very unreaſonable, and it was a hard 
caſe for Galeacius thus ro ſperd his time, and 
weary his mind and body in ſo long and dange- 
rous journeys, and to ſo lirtle purpoſe as hither- 
to he had. Norwithſtanding, one- thing moved 
him to yield even to_this morion alſo 3 namely, 
a- perſuaſion that he had, that when he firſt for- 


ſook his Country, he did not fully diſcharge his 


duty, in labouring to win his Wife to have gon 


along with him, by explaining to her the chict 


neads of Chriſtian Dorin, whereby ſhe mighr 
| poſlibly 
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poly have received ſome taſte, and ſo have ta. 
en ſome liking of true Religion 3 deſiring there. 
| fore now, if ir were poſſible, ro make amends for 
his former negligence, he yielded to go. And { 
obtained for his berter ſecurity in going and re. 
turning, a Paſport or ſafe condu& from the High 
Court of Rhetia : He deparred from Geneva the 
ſeventh of March, in the year 1558. and came to 
Leſina in Dalmatia, over againſt Vicum, where 
he had intelligence that the Marqueſs his Father, 
his Wife, his Children, and his Uncle's Son 


(he of whom we heard before) were already 
come to Vicum, with purpoſe to have been by 


that time, at Leſna with Galeactus ; but they 
could nor, by reaſon that a Mariner of Venice had 
broken promiſe with them, and diſappointed 
them ; by reaſon whereof, and other dangers of 
the Sea, chey could not as yer take ſhipping, nor 
durſt venture over the Water. Whereupon Gale: 
 acius not enduring patiently ſo long delays, reſol: 
ved to go himſelf over to Vicum, Such was his 
faith in the Lord, and his love to his Friends, 


that he reſpeted nor the imminent danger, but 


conſtantly relied on-the Lords proteQion ; know- 
ing that no fleſhly afte&ions drove him to this 
journ?y, bur a ſincere zeal for Gods honour, and 
the Souls health of his kindred, and the diſchar- 
ging of his own duty unto them, whereunto he 
was perſ{waded that he had ſpecial calling. 
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re CHAP. XXL 


py Of his arrival at Vico, his Fathers 
ref} chief houſe, and his entertainment 
Ib there : and what means were uſed to 
dil ſeduce hire « and how his wiferefu- 
ſed not only to go with him,but ever 
all to lie with him, becauſe he was an 
| Heretic : being thereto, as ſhe ſaid 
of 

ol commanded by her Confeſſor. 


NOS 

ol. AN D fo arriving by Gods mercy en the coaft 

[A of Italy, not far from V7cum, he gave 'ni- 

5) Etelligence of his approach to his father the Mar- 

I Fqueſs ; who preſently ſent his children ro meer 

their Father : and all his retinue to atretid him 1n- 

y tothe Caſtle ; ar whoſe entrance it cannot be ex- 

0B prefied how great joy was in all char houſe and | 

© {Noble Family : and how all the Nobles and Gen- 

Ki tlemen of his Kindred and acquaintance rejoyctd |; 
at his return ; and began to cheer up their hearrs | 

with a new hope, which hitherto had been caſt 

down and oppreſſed with grief and deſpair. Bur 

above ali other his wife (Madam V:#orza) ſurpaſ- 

ſed in joy and new conceived delight; hoping 

ſhe had now recoyered her moſt dear Lord ard 

beloved husband, the only comfort and the ſweer 

lolace of her life. All (but Galeactus) exceeding- 


*ly 
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ly rejoyced zt this meeting here ; though indeed 
it greatly joyed his natural afte&tion, to enjoy the 
company of his Friends, ſo many, ſo near, and 
ſo dear unto him : yet his joy was tempered and 
allayed with a certain doubting fear which ran 


in his mind mind night and day. For the wiſ 


Gentleman well forefaw, that the fruirion of that 
leaſure was bur to Jaſt a while, and ſoon wouldf 
1ave an end ; for the end of his coming was no 


that which they imagined : and every day ney 
matters ran in his head, the conſideration where 


of did not a litrle rrouble him. He hath often 


ſince diſcourſed unto his Friends, -thar all thoſc 


days he lived in continual fear, ro be ſuddenly 
apprehended,” and caſt into ſome filthy priſon 
where he ſhoula ſpend his days in Janguiſhingh, 
and lamentations,withourt any ſolace of [1s friends 


yea and be utterly debarred of rhe comfortadle 


reading of Gods holy word : but to return to tha 
-watter.- Ar his. firſt arrival he was entertained, 
.with much joy on all fides, and many cheerful 
coumenances and kind welcomes. But alas Y, 
Within a few days all his mirth and joy was turn 
ed into tears and lamentation, and unmeaſurabithh; 


grief : For when once he had opened to his Fa 
ther the Marqueſs his conſtant purpoſe to pet 
ſevere in the truth of that Religion he had begu 
to- profets ;3-and thar he would rather dye in the 


defence of ir, than to be dravn from it ; then} 


alas, whar fighing, what crying, whar doleful 1: 


mentation did it move in them all ! Bur rhen le}; 


the Chriftian Reader judg whar a troubled fpirit 


and woful heart rhar good man had in this ſo tear; 


ful a combare berwixt the grace of God and his 
natural afte&ions.; and what a torment it was ui 
to him, ro ſee them all ſo near and dear untc 
him, labour to withdraw him from God 3 and 


L 0 


ee 


ich 
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ell fee his conſtancy inReligion fo to grieve them, 
heftich was the joy of his own heart. Yer taking 
nd with himfelf as well as nature could, and com- 
odBring himfelf in his God, he afterwards dealr with 
ang; wife in all loving and yer earneſt manner that 
ef wou!d follow him her husband, and delay no 
ar rger time, bur come and ſive with him according 
Id the Law of God ard rature required : which if 
10g. would do, he promiſed her liberty of her 
NEnſcience. and Religion, to live as ſhe would. 
Hit for his own part, he told her aforchand, as 
as: ſhould afrer-$nd;3; namely, rhar he was firml 
[@plved to live add) dye in that Religion, whic 
'Þy the hand of God feading him) he had under- 

Ven ; and for the which he had forſaken Coun- 
7, kindred,and all thoſe exceHlent and comfort. 
le bleſſings of this life, which God had given 
Sm. Here [ leave it to the Reader but eſpecially 
ST rhe hearts of ſuch women,. as being wives, do 
ly love their husbands, to judg with what ſobs 
d heartdreakings- the filly Gentlewoman heard 
eſe words of her husband, whom ſhe now ſaw 
it all hope to be perſwaded ro ſtay with her 3 
Fich the defired above all worldly things. Yer 
"F:ppears. it was but in meer carnal and worldly 
pes, as the conſequent ſhewed : For though 
loved him and defired his company never ſo 
Such 3 yer being a Wife, worldly, wilful, and 
deed a righr Papiſt, ſhe ;anſwered him plainly 
hovgh with many tears) that fhe would never go 
'Fich him to Geneva,nor to any other place, where 
Ts any other Religion bur that of R:me; and 
& ſhe would not live: with him as long as he 

$ jntangled wich thoſe hereſies (as ſhe called 
em) whereby ir appears that ſhe was a carnal 
litic Papift. She loved him, but where ? in 
Tal 
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Ttaly; and there would live with him, but na 
Geneva : And why ? For in Italy he might advan)» \ 
her tro the ſtate of a Marchioneſs, in Geneva I, 4 
could nor : There ſhe might live with him a lþ(c to 
full of all delights; bur in Geneva a hard, ba 

and obſcure life, and ſubje& ro many outwart da Ca 
gers and miſeries; In which reſpe&s ir was th ſell 
ſhe was ſo inftant upon him to ſtay with her. By * 
the concluſion was, her ' defire was to enjoy li 
and Italy both ; but rather than fhe would leaſt © 
Ttaly and delicacies thereof, fhe} choſe plainly {ir9! 
forſake him, and ro wirhdrawthiedurty of a Wi re 
from him.For ic may inno caſ&beomitred (whi 
afrerward he imparted to ſome; his inriwareſt a 
moſt inward Friends) that ſhe even rhen and the 
denyed him thar dury which a Wife is bound | WC 
yield to her husband by the Law of God ajſsban 
ature : thar is, ſhe would by no means give - hijoubl 
due beneyolence, nor conſent to lye with hanÞind 3 
man and Wife: and gave this reafon, that 1 (i 
was expreſly forbidden of her Confeſſor, undiſſry \ 
pain of excommunication, becauſe he was an Mi" On 
retic. Where behold Popifh Religion whar ith 
that can ſeparate man and Wife for diſparity | thi 
Religion; and -can difcharge men and womg'nho 
from thoſe duries of Marriage with which GqQÞs Pc 
hath charged them. How this monſtrous unkingft hu 
neſs and unwomanly anſwer pierced his heart, ors 
any Chriſtian man judg whom God hath honourly a 
ro be an hushand. Yet he overcame and evFunr 
devoured all theſe tormenting griefs, and baſft b 
them with an invincible conſtancy and quietngiton, 
of mind.Yer he purpoſed not to bear ſo grearF# ſo 
injury. for ever ; bur to redreſs and help it it 
were poſſible : and therefore he further proceed 


with her, and openly and plaiply denounced wy 
th 
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it unleſs ſhe would yield him that matrimonial 
y, which by Gods law ſhe ought, namely to 


& and lie, and live with him, it would be a 


ſe to make him ſue our a divorce againſt her,and 
procure a final ſeparation 3 which if ſhe were 
cauſe of, ſhe might thank or rather blame 

r ſelf who withdrew her neck from the yoke of 
towards him which marriage required, and 


y ich he for his part ſaid he would never have 
ht to her, though her Religion was ſo far differ- 


o from his. Yer notwithſtanding he ſaid,thar ſhe 
refuſing him, he had then juſt cauſe to refuſe 


i&r, who had firſt by refuſal of that duty refuſed 
8 (elf as it were, and denied her ſelf to be his 
\ife, And ſo he concluded with her, thar unleſs 


would be his Wife, he would no longer be her 


band. This proteſtation no doubt amazed and 
\Soubled her not a little, and 'vexed the womans 


ind ; eſpecially for that he was and had always 


cn ſuch a husband to her, ſo good and kind,and 


y way ſo well deſerving, that ſhe loved him as 


Þ&r own e es, (therefore more was fhe to blame 
ir ur ſhe eſteemed him nor as the light of her eyes: ) 
though this troubled her ſore, yer it moved 


& not to her duty ; fo good a ſcholar was ſhe in 


565 Popiſh learninz, thar ſhe would rather incur 


husbands, yea Gods diſpleaſure than her Con- 


ſors - and rather break their commandment ſo 
@ly and juſt, than his,which was ſo ungodly, and 


y 


Ty; 
i 
p 


r 
| 
d 
h 
q 


unreaſonable: and it alſo leſs prevaild with 
r becauſe ſhe imagin'd he would not -ſo do 
hough he ſpake ſo) but only did-ir to fear her, 
d ſo in fear hereof to make her yield unto him. 


CHAP. 
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Seeing he could not reclaim his Lid 
he reſolved to return to Geneva 
and of the grievons temptations iſ 
indured ; where he took his If 
farewel of his Father, Wife, Chill 
dren, and Friends : and of | 
heavenly courage, in bearing an 


paſſang through them all, 


Wu ll W/ \ 
! Mg V4 5:400! 


Hen therefore the good Gentleman ſaw ; 
| things ſo far amiſs, that even: his Wi 
was againſt him of all other, and gave him a dee 
er Wound than all other his Friends, denyir 
him thar ſeciery and fellowſhip which the bor 
of marriage yieldeth; and ſeeing that the tin 

aſſed without any good doing, but rather tot 
increaſing of his grief on all ſides, he therecfo 
' reſolved ro depart, and ſo calling his Wife V:# 
714 again, he iterated unto her his former-prot 
ſtation, and ſo bad her take it as his laſt wat 
ing. The doleful day of his departing beinf== 
come, he held on his purpoſe, and ſo entred i= 
to the Chamber of -his-Father the Marqueſs to« 
his duty unto him, and to take his leave ; wh 
ſeeing his Son thus paſt all hope of recover}; » 
quenching his fatherly affe&ion in fury and raging l 


madneſs, like a frantic or deſperate man, ee [ 
I 
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fin in moſt deſpightful rerms, and ar laſt gives 
im his farewel with many a heavy and bitter 
urſe. This ſo ſtrange and extraordinary perſe- 
tion did this good Gentleman ſuffer for Chriſts 
ke 3 and 1t 15 marvel thar it did nor cauſe him 
> look back again, and to turn his courſe. Bur 
ſt was Geds doings that his Farher ſhould uſe 
heſe extream and violent curſes, rather than to 
7 about ro win him by allurements and gentle 
_ ſcrſwaſjons; for he harh ofcen uſed ro tel] his 
Friends, that this monſtrous 1inhumanity and un- 
aturalneſs of his Farther did rather confirm and 
ercle his mind, his nature being rather to be 


neſs and fair means, than to be urged by extre- 
FWitics. Bur God would. have his Servant to be 
ried by both means'; namely, -the allurements of 
f his Wife, and the menacings of- his Father: 


kind of temptations. And thus by the power 
f God's Grace having paſſed through this - fire; 
dchold hotter 15 to be ventured on. - Depart- 
ng his. Fathers chamber, with that burden of 
rſes (which the Lord turned into bleſſings) he 
ame” into the great Chamber, and ſo into the 
Hall, where he found his Wife, his Children, his 
lncles-Son (afore ſpoken of ) divers noble Gen- 
tlemen his kinsfolks, and ſome of his ancienr Fa- 
liars,” and domeſtic Friends, all fraught with 
prief, and making heavy chear ; nothing was 
ieard bur ſighs, and ſobs, and cries ; nothing was 
ken bur rears and wringing of hands ; his Wite 
g:mbracing him, and taking him abour the neck, 
ſeeched him in moſt loving and moſt. pitiful 
nanner, that he would have care of himſelf, of 


i 


and 


d than drawn, and rather to be won by friend» 


hus God would purge him in the fire of all. 


er, and of all his Children, and whole Houſe, 


&®. > 
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.and temptation which the noble Gentleman fe 
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and not fo. willingly ro caft chem all away. iff he 

oung children all upon rheir . knees, with armff cl: 

rerched out, and hands holden up, and face} w: 
ſwoln with tears, cryed unto him to have pity 
on them his own bowels, and not to make then 
farherleſs before rheir rime. His Coſen and othet 
Kinſmen with heavy countenance and watry ey 
looked ruefully on him ; and tho for grief the; 
were not able to ſpeak one word to him, yer ey} hi 
ry look, and every countenance, and every eff gle 
ſture was a loud cry, and a ſtrong intreaty thaff ful 
he would ſtay, and nor leave ſo ancient and nobl{ {pe 
a houſe in ſuch woful and deſolate cafe. Nt 
words can ſuffice to exprels the grief of that dole 
ful company, nor that lamentable departure tha 
there was to be ſeen. Unutterable was the gric 
vn their ſide, and unſpeakable was che tormen 


in this Agony, when he muſt either leave Jeſu 
Chriſt, or leave all theſe for him : But among| 
and above all, there was one moſt - Iamentabl 
fight, which would even have wrung tears fro 
an heart of flint. Amongſt all his Children h 
had one Daughter, a towardly and goodly yout 
Gentlewoman of twelve years old, who cryiaf 
our emain, and wallowing in tears, fell dow 
and catching faſt hoid about his thighs and knecgh 
held him ſo hard, as he could by no means hal 
her off; and the affe&ion of a Father wrought 
with him, as he could-not offer with violence 
hurt her ; he laboured to be looſe; bur ſhe helfſthe! 
faſter; he went away, bur ſhe trailed after hinteir 
crying to him, not to be ſo cruel to her hit t' 
Child, who came into the world, by him. ThFOrc 
ſo wonderfully wrought with his.nature, he beinftori: 
a man of a moſt loving and kind affection, thq#!! \ 
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i he hach ofren reported he thought that his boiw- 
10 cls roiled abouc within him, and thar his heart 
would have burſt preſently, and there inftantiy 
F have died, his child having him ſo-faft abour 
ol the legs. Bur norwichſtanding all this, he 
ef being armed with a ſup: rnarural and heavenly 
ef forticude,he brake through all-rheſe remptarions, 
&© and treading under foot whatſoever might hinder 
7 him from Chriſt, he eſcaped our of this battle a 

olorious conqueror 3 and ſo leaying that ſorrow- 
1a ful Houſe and doleful company, he came with 
114 ſpeed ro the ſhore, where preſently taking ſhip- 
Nd ping, he cauſed them to hoiſt up Sails towards 
le Lefina, with a turmoiled and diſtreſſed mind, 
hall one way ſurcharged wiah ſorrow to remember the 
ie Manner of his departure, anorher way ſurprized 
end Wirth joy to remember that he had eſcaped. And 
fel] even as a Ship in a tempeſtuous Sea, the boiſtrous 
ſul Waves tolling it up and down, is thrown abour, 
noff ſomerime touching the clouds, ſometime plunged . 
bi into the deep: So no doubt the noble mind of 
-onf this young Marqueſs was no leſs diffracted with 
z k& contrary cogirations, being as it were in a Jaby- 
ung rinch of diſtemper'd aftctions ; ſomerimes he 
inficould not but remember that Jamentahle eſtate 


wlwherein he lefc his Father, Wife, and Children; | 


ee he ofren imagined he was ſtill amongſt them ; he 
akgthoughrt he heard chem cry and call upon him, he 
it (thought he ſtill felr his dear Daughter claſping 
e thhim abour the Leps,-and trailing afrer him ; fiet- » 
helfther. could he contain, but break our into tears ; 
hinfteicher could he for his life but ofcen look back 
. hfjat that Princely Houſe, with all thoſe goudly 
ThijOrchards, Gardens, Granges, Fields and Terri- 
[cipftories, to all which he was Heir apparent ; yet 
th$8ll which he ſaw he -muſt leaye-for Chriſt's fake, 
D | Rur 
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Bur one thing pierced his heart, ro ſee his Wife. 


and Children, and other his Alliance, flanding 
on che ſhore, who when they could not ſpeak to 
him, looked at him; and when they could nor 
ſee him, ceaſed not to look after the Ship as 
long as it was in fight; neither could he refrain, 
bur with a woful countenance lookt at them again 
as long as he could diſcern them ; and withal he 
called to mind the bitter words and heavy fare. 
wel which the Marqueſs his Father gave him ar 
_ his departure; all which cogitations running in his 

head, did doubrleſs wring from his ſorrowful heart 
many a deep figh and heavy groan, and many a 


birrer tear from his watry eyes 3 and yet notwith= 


ftanding all rheſe, the ſpiritual ſtrength and cou- 
rape of his mind was conſtant and invincible. And 
even as a good Pilot ina raging Sea, when clouds 
. and darkneſs, thunder and lightnings, ſtorm and 
tempeſt run rogether, and roſs the Ship from waye 
to wave, as lightly as a ball from hand to hand; 
yet for all thar he fits ſtill ar che helm, wirh un- 
daunted courage, and marks his Compals 3 and 
by his courage and «kill rogether, keeps on his 
right and ftedfaſt courſe through all the rage of 
the ſea and wearher : Even-fo this our thrice no- 
ble Galeactus, raking hold cf the holy and heavenly 
anchor, namealy,a lively faich in Chriſt, and ſtedfaft 


hope in God, he furmounts the clouds, and fixeth} 


thoſe anchor-holds in Heaven, and looking ſted- 


taſtly with a ſpiritual eye ar the true load ſtar, 


namely, Chriſt Jeſus, and the hope of erernal 
happineſs, he direRs his courſe rowards the ſame 
with an heroical ſpirit, and heavenly reſolucion, 


through rhe tempeſtuous waves of thoſe fearful 
rempcations ; and the Ship thar carried his body 


did not ſo faſt tranſport him from delicate [al 
toward: 


bad » ry 4 FR, - nn? mans oc a. oem 
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|. rowards Dalmatia, as the Ship of heavenly con- 


ſtancy and love of God withdrew his mind and 
meditation from all natural reſpects and wortd!y 
delights, and made ir mount aloft in holy con- 
remplation. And thus the preſence and grace of 
God's ſpirit having overcome the power of na- 
rural affe&ions, he began to chear up himfelf after 
this rempeſt ; and firſt of all, bending the knees 
of his heart to rhe eternal Father in Heaven, he 
yielded his Majeſty moſt hearty thanks, for thar 
he had furniſhed his Soul with fuch a portion of 
his grace, as to withftand and conquer Satan in 
ſuch a perilous Batrel; and for that he had deli- 


| yered him frum the danger of Popiſh thraldom, 


from the Inquiſition, and from that- perpetual 
impriſonment both of conſcience and body, which 
the Popifh Church would have brought him unto, 
had he not thus eſcaped rheir hands. He like- 
wiſe praiſed God unfainedly, that, he vouchſafed 
to give him time, opportunity, and grace ta diſ- 
charge thar duty to his Wife the young Marchio- 
neſs, which at his firſt deparrure he had omirted, 
and which oftentimes he had with 'grear gricf be- 
wailed ; and that he had enabled him ro omit. 
nothing which might have perſwaded her co have 
left Sodom, and to have undertaken with him this. 
bleſſed Pilgrimage towards the - Heavenly Fernſa- 


dem. The remembrance of rheſe things much re- 


freſhed his troubled mind. Ir alſo much conrent- 


_ ed and farisfied his - Conſcience, that upon thar 


monſtrous and undurtiful behaviour of his Wife 
rowards him (ſpoken -of before.) he made thar 
proteſtarion which he did, namely, thar he would 


uſe the lawful -means to be divorced from her, 
who had firſt of all divorced and cut cf her ſeif 


from: him, by denying thar duty of loye which 
D 2 the 
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'The Wife may not deny to the Husband, nor the 
Husband to the Wife ; he perſwaded himſelf thar 
chis proteſtation would work well with her, and 
make her more conformable to her duty, when 
ſhe had adviſedly thought of it. | 


CHA P,  AAlL 


Of his Fourney bome again by Venice, 
and through Rhoaetia and Switzet- 
land; ard his ſafe arrival at Ge- 
neva.z and of the great Joy he 


brought to the Church by his ſafe 


YEeFUrn. 


ging hi><roubled ſpirits with theſe. cogi- 
tations, he arrived ar Leſina in Dalmatia, 
which is the country over againſt Taly, from 
whence he paſſed in a very quiet paſlage and 
calm Sea to Venice, where he found many faith- 
ful Servants of God, and good Chriftians, who 
having heard afore that he was gone to Vicum, 
were exceedingly afraid from that imminent and 
inevitable danger they ſaw he was in, either to 
have his conſcience a {lave to Popiſh vanity, or 
his perſon a Priſoney ro- Popiſh cruelty ; rhere- 
fore they ceaſed nor to pray for him night and 
day 3 and yet for all that they feared greatly what 
would "become of him. Burt when now at laſt 


they {aw him return bath ſound in On, 
al 


J 
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and ſafe in perſon, and ſuch a glorious conqueror” 
over Satan, and over ſo many ſtrong remprations 
with which the world and natural afteQtions had 
aſſailed him : their fears were turned 1pto com- 
fort, their ſorrow into joy, and rhey all glorified 
the Lord for him. And ſo afrer mutual comfort 
givenand received, he departed from Venzce, and 
rravelled through Rhztia and Switzerland, where 
he viſited the Churches of the Proteſtants, and 
comforted them greatly with his preſence, and by 
telling them whart grear things the Lord had done 
for him ; and ſo by the good hand of his God 
upon him, he came in ſafery to Geneva the fourth 
of Ofoher in the year 1558. His fafe arrival 
brought exceeding joy to the whole Church there, 
bur eſpecially ro the Italian Congregarion ; ſor 
his long abſence had brought them into fome ſul-_ 
nas and doubr, not of any alteration of his Re-- 
igion, but of ſome cruel and falſe meaſures to 
have been . offered him by che deceitful Papiſis. 
Bur when they ſaw him ſo ſafely return untouchet 
in conſcience, and unhurr in his perſon, and thar 
he had pafled ſo many pikes of remprarions which. 
they knew had been pirched againft him, they 
gave great thanks to the Lord for him. Burt when 
he had diſcourfed unto them particularly the 
whole courſe of the proceedings : firſt, what a+ 


. ſtrong batrery of temptations and affaults the De- 


vil and the world had planted againſt him, then 
how manfully he fought and withſtood, and ar 
laſt overcame them all ; they fell into admiration - 
of ſo rare conſtancy ; and thoughr him worthy of : 
all honour, to whom 1r 15s given (as the Apoſtle 
ſaith) to ſuffer ſo much for Chriſt and for Religi- 
ons ſake; and in all earneſt manner. they magni- 
ficd the ſingular grace and mercy of God towards 
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the whole Church in him, which had nor ſuffered 
his ſervant (this noble Galeacizs) to be ſeduced 
out of rhe way of. that holy calling wherero the 
Lord had called him ; and who had delivered him 
from ſo ſabrile a train, laid by the policy of the 
enemy Satan, ta have intrapr his foul and conſcj- 
ence, by overturning him 1n the race of his Reſi- 


 2jon: and they all acknowledged that this noble 


and godly Gentleman found it verified in himſelf, 
which the Kingly Prophet faith inthe Pſalm; Be- 
cauſe he hath truſted in me, therefore I will fet him 
free : I will be with him in Is troubles, I well deli- 
wer him and crown him with honour : and 1n another 
vlace, He that trufteth in the Lord ſhall never te 
confounded. And thus the Church received a 
double benefir by him ; for firft his praQice was 
an example unto them alt of a moſt extraordinary 


- and heavenly conſtancy in the love and profeſſion 


of true Religion 3 ſecondly, the merciful dealing 
of the Lord wich him, was 2 notable confirmarion 
of their faith, and an encouragement to them to 
perſcyere and ſiand rothe truth,wirh aflurance that 
the Lord himſelf would ftand by them, 
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Certain years after his return to Gene- 
va, he begins to feel in himpelf a 
neceſſity of marriage 5 he delivers 
his caſe to Calvin, who refuſed to 
conſent 5 the matter is referred tothe 
Churches of Switzerland, and by 
them he is reſolved that he 3s free 


from his firſt Wife, and may marry 


again. 


A D with an unſpeakable contentment in his 
own conſcience, end with Public joy and 
thankſpiving of the whole Church,he ſerrled him- 
ſelfar Geneva in his former private and quier life, 
Where afrer a few years he began to find in him- 

ſelf ſo-ne reaſons which perſwaded him to thirk it 
_ needful for him to live in the ſtate of marriage ; 
and therefore having thus long watted and ex- 
pected a more wiſe and duriful anſwer from his 
Wife, and perceiving by her not anſwering that ſhe 
fill perfiſted in thar monſlrous and unnatural wil- 
fulneſs, which her blinded Popiſh mind had for-. 
merly undertaken, by the perſwaſion of Þcr blind- 
ed Popiſh guides; he therefore purpoſed to rake 
{uch courſe for his remedy, as by the Law of God 
and his Church ſhould in that caſe ſeem allowable ; 
D 4 namely, 
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namely, to be divorced from her, who for her 


part had broken the bond, and nntied the knor | 


of matrimony, And firſt of all he imparted his 


mind and purpoſe to Mr. Calvin, and craved his | 
godly and wholeſome counſel in a cafe of fo great | 


1mportance, His counſel was firft of all, that ir 
w41s more convenient, and leſs ſcandalous to the 
enemies of Religion if he could abſtain, But the 
Gentleman replied, that the caſe was ſo with him 
as he could nor abſtain,and gave him many weigh- 
ty reaſon which drew him to marriage ; and with- 
al participated unto him ſome ſecret reaſons for 
the which he affirmed ir was altogerher neceſiary 
for him to marry. Holy Calvin, as he was a man 
endued from God with ſharpneſs of judgement, 
and of a wiſe and diſcerning ſpirit ; ſo he foreſaw 
plainly rhar many would ſpeak evil of the fac, 
others would take offence ar ir,ſome would. plainly 
condemn ir, and ſpeak evilof Religion for it ; 
and the rather, becauſe (as he truly ſaid) very 
few did righrly conceive the full truth 1n the 
dofrin of divorcement : bur feweſt of all would 
or could know the whole circumſtance of this par- 
ticular fat. He likewiſe wiſely conſidered, that 
the like preſident was ' ſeldome ſee, eſpecially 
in the Talian Church, whereof this Gentleman 


was a principal member, and of ſpecial account 


both for his nobility, birth and deſcent, and for 
his zealous love to Religion. All which confidera- 
tions, with divers other, made Reverend Calvin 


not too eaſily ro ſubſcribe to this purpoſe and mo- 


tion of Galeacizs, Notwithſtanding, when the 
Gentleman urged him our of the word of God 
and good conſcience, with arguments which he 
ſaw and confeſſed he could nor ſufficiently anſwer; 
therefore left he ſhould burden and trouble rhe 
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conſcience of ſo good a man, whichalledged fof © 


' himſelf, thar he was driven by neceſſity to that :- 


courſe, he yielded thus far to-him; that if he. 
would repair unto the Learned and Reverend 
Divine Peter Martyr, and ask his opinionand the 
opinions of allthe learned and chief Divines of 
Retia and Switzerlang, and defire rhem ſeriouſly 
to confider of it, (as in a matter of ſuch moment, . 


and of fo great conſequence, it was requiſite ) and - 


then ſet down their judgments in. the matter, and 
the reaſons moving them thereunto, he promiſed , 
that he would alſo Subſcribe unro them, and moſt - 
willingly yied unte. him whar liberty ſoever they. 
did atow him 3 alwaics -provided that he alſo. 
ſhould ſubmit himſelfunrto rheir cenſure,and ſtand . 
to the trial. of their judgments in. this caſe, Ga-- 
leacius moſt willingly yielded hereunto,as one who 
defired nothing but rhat whiclr the Lord by his : 
word, and by the voice of his Church ſhould allow 
him ; and ſo taking rhe courſe that Caluzn- had 
adviſed him, he cauſed Letters to be drawn and 
ſent to Zurich, Berne, and other the Churches of 
Switzerland, opening. the whole ciruumſtance of . 

the matter, and expounding the caſe truly and. 

fully 3 and humbly craved the judgements of the 


Church in a caſe of conſcience ſo great and doubr- 


ful.- The chief Preachers and woſt learned Di- 
vines yielded to his honeſt and godly requeſt, and 
aſſembled abour it; the matter was much and long 
debated, and.argued at large on-both fides ; and 
after mature deliberation, and ſufficient conſulta- 
tion., had, ic was concluded and. agreed..on by 
them all with one conſent, .that. he mighr with 
ſafe conſcience depart from that Wife, which had 
firſt of all on her own part broken the bond, and 
difſalyed the marriage-knot 3 and for che proof of 

_ D.s., ' this, 
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this their opinion, many cauſes and reaſons were 
alledged and laid down our of che Scriptures, Fa- | 
thers, Councils, and out of the Civil Law, which 
is the Law almoſt of all Countries in Chriſtendom. 
All which (both of their concluſions and their 
reaſons ) were put in writing,and are regiſtred and 
ſafely recorded, and are kept to this day ready to 
be ſhewed ro whomſoever and whenſoever need 
ſhall ſo require , for it was thought good by the 
Church ſo ro do, both for that the caſe was ex- 
traordinary, and would be finiſterly ſpoken of 
and cenſured by many, who knew not ſufficient- 
ly how it ſtood ; and eſpecially for the preventing 
of any ſlander or cavil which the enemies might 
objec againſt our Religion. 
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CHAP. XXV. 
By public ſentence of the Church, and 


judgement of our Law, be 3s divor- 
ced from his formerWife ; and a/- 
ter a time he marrieth a French 
- Gentlewoman, a Widow of about 
fouty years of age, himſelf then be- 
ing about three and forty. 


(on having thus laid his Foundation, pro- 
ceeded further, bur ſtill with the conſent.of 
the Church, and obſerving rhe-due form of the 
Law, and the ordinary courſe of Juſtice in ſuch 
caſes, he craved publickly of. the Magiſtrate thar 
he might be divorced, that is, that: ke might. be 
pronounced to be free, and diſcharged from thar 
Wife, who had already cut off her felf- from him. 
The Magiſtrate confidering the truth and circum- 
ſtance of rhe caſe, rogerher with the judgment: of 
the Divines, whereunto alſo was agreeable the 
judgment of the Law, granted unto him what his 
Advocates:requi:ed z and ſo in public Court,and:by 


ſentence definite and irrevocable, he was divorced, 


and pronounced to be free, and diſcharged of his 
former Wite Vi#oria ; and that it was lawful-for 
him,and 1n his choice, to live unmarricd;or to mar- 
ry as himſelf would. Afrer which liberty obtain- 


ed, he imparted the matter to hjs Friends, and 
aÞ- 
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applied himſelf to think of another Wife, he 


asked their advices in this point alſo. And here- 


in he took that courſe which generally men in the 


world take not ; for in his chojce he reſpeRed | 


nor ſo much wealth, birth or beauty, but only 
ro find a fir companion of his life, and ſuch a one, 


as with whom he might lead thatr-which remained. 


of his life in a comfortable contentment, in tran- 
quility of mind, and peace of conſcience, that ſo 


he might the more chearfully ſerve the Lord, and. 


wait for the coming of jeſus Chrift. Which 
eourſe of his is more to be noted, eſpecially m 


ſo great a man, and. fo honourably deſcended ; 
and the rather to croſs and control! che carnal. 
and worldly courſes, which men for the moſt. 


part, and women alſo, obſerve in their marriages, 
reſpe&ing thoſe things firſt which ſhould be laſt, 


end that laſt or not at all, which ſhould be firſt: | 


and above all. Galeaczas continuing this his pur- 
poſe, and looking about for his choice, the Pro- 
videnceof God ( which doth never fail his Chil- 


dren, eſpecially in ſo great matrers ) did offer 


unto him a fic opportunity. For ſo it was, that 


- at the fame time a certatin Gentlewoinan of France, | 


a Widow, came from Roanto Geneva for true Re- 
ligion ſake, which ſhe loved and profeſſed, and 
for the love of 1t lefr her Country, and came thi- 
ther for liberty of her conſcience. She was a ma- 
rronly and brave Woman, and well reported of 
for her modeſty, honeſty, fear-of God, and for 
manifold good qualities : Her name was Ama 
Fremaria, and was avout forty years of ape. . All 
which circumſtances Galeanus well” obſerving, 
thought her a fir and cofivenient Wife for him : 
and ſo with the corſent and liking of other his 


g00d Frinds,. he rook her to Wife, and married 
: her 
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Mer-the ſixteenth day of Zanuary, 1560. and in 
the three and fortieth year. of his Age; and they 
lived together many years after with much com». 
fort one of another,and in an excellent agreement, . 
being both of the. ſame Religion, and of one- 
mind ; always drawing in- one Yoke, and bearing 
one burthen, dividing 1t berwixr Fw - Wwhe- 
ther it was by joy or ſorrow :-ſo that the unqui- 


erneſs of Life paſt, was now recompenced with-a © 


Life full of all contentment ; and ſo loving her, 
and being truly. loved of her, they ſpent their 
days in all mutual comfort, ſolacing themſelves 
in their quiet and private life, and joyirg in the 
mutual faithfulneſs and loyalry which one per- 
_ formed to another. Lo thus ſhall the man, be: 
bleſſed thar fearerh the Lord. 
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Of hzs courſe of life aſter bis marriage 


with his frugalit y. 


OW heing married, he lahoured ro deljver 
| and disburden himſelf of Worldly cares ; 
and therefore he preſcribed ro himſelf a ſparing 
and frugal courfe of life ; reſolving to keep him- 
ſelf within the compaſs of his Revenue, which al- 
- though it was as much again as it was afore, by his 
Wives Dowry, yet by many other hindrances was 
far leſs than heretofore it had been. And firſt 
for his Hcuſhold, his care was ro have ir as little 
as mighr be 3 and therefore for his Service and 
Attendance he only kept two Maid-ſervants : and 
for himſelf, he led his Life in great Sobriery, and 
in very mean eſtate, bs always free from ſordid 
baſeneſs, and always 


having much that was fupertjuous. Hts attire was 
lain and homely, bur always comely, clean and 
andſom : and he rhatin his own Country might 
have been ' Lord of fo many Tenants, and Com- 
mander of ſo many Servants, did now walk the 


ſtreets of Geneva alone, often not having the at- | 
tendance of one man : yea, he would not diſdain | 


to come himſelf into the Marker, nor think ſcorn 
to provide himſelf of neceſſaries ; and fomerime 
would buy and carry home fruits, herbs, roots, 
and ſuch other things. And this courſe of Lite 
rogether with liberty of true Religionzhe eſteem- 


eeping a ſeemly decorum3 | 
never wanting any thing that was neceſſary, nor | 


ed 
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1 cd greater happineſs than the Marqueſdom : of 

J Viczm. And although by this courſe of Life he 
could ſcarce be diſcerned from an ordinary man, 
and from the common ſort of People : notwith- 
ſtanding in his countenance appear'd that gravity, 
in his geſtures, behaviours, and in his whole Bo- 
dy ſhone that comely Majeſty, as any wife man to. 
have feen him, and well cor{1dexged him, would 
have preſently judged that . he came of a noble 
Race, and that he had been fir for the greareſt 
employments of the World : which alſo was ſo 
much the greater, becauſe that witch his excellence 
of Birth and Perſon, and perfeion of all Gen- 
tlemanly Behaviours, was joyned true Godlineſs 
and the fear of God, which of it felf 1s of ſuch 
force, as it is able even to honour him, who 
wanted thoſe worldly Ornaments and outward 
Perfetions, How much therefore did it magni- 
fy him who had it in ſo grear a meaſure, and ac- 
companied with ſo many true Complements of 
Gentry and Honour ? By all which it came to paſs, 
thar ſo many parts of the chicfeſt excellencies 
meeting in- that one Man, made him to ſhine a- 
bove other the Members of the Church, as the 
Moon among the Stars. So: that the Ttalzan Church, 
though bur litcle of it (elf, yet by the vertues and 
worthineſs of rhis one noble Gentleman, ſeemed 
to be compared with the whole Church of Gene- 
va. And as he was an hononr unto that Church, 
ſo was he again moſt hHanourably eſteemed of 
that Church ; yea, not only of rhat Church, but 
of the whole Church and Srate of Generta : for 
not one Senator nor Magiſtrate of the City, nor 
. one of the Preachers and Miniſters of the Church 
Was to be found, which had nor always in their 


- mouths the commendations of the noble Galeac:- 
Ks © 
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5 2 yea, he was honoured and highly eſteemed 


of by them all ; and ir was hard to ſay, whether 


he was more loved or admired amongſt them. In | 
a word, he was loved of all men, looked at of all | 
men,ſpoken of by all men,magnified and extolled,. 


yea,wondred at of all men; and though he knew 
not many himſelf, yer all men laboured ro knoiy 
him. No public meeting was appointed,no ſolemn 
' Feaſt was made, whereto this our Galeaciuz was 
not ſolemnly called; yea, every man was deſirous 
of him, and happy was he that might have his 
company z yea, they thought their meeting gri- 
ced,and their houſes honoured with his preſence 
and in allAfemblies the chiefeſt and. higheſt Room 


was offered him, yea, was thruſt upon him, tho} 


"'He nothing at all reſpe&ed it. And although he 
refuſed the Name and Title of Marqueſs, becauſe, 
he ſaid, the Emperor had cut off his ſucceſſion, 


and deprived him of that Honour, becauſe of his 


Religion : notwithſtanding, do what he could 
he was called by no other name al] his Life long 


and that not by ſome few, his Friends and Favou-' 


rites, but by all ſorts of men, even ſtrangers them- 


ſelyes, and ſuch as were not of his Religion. For 


all men thinking that he had injury to be depri- 


_ ved of his lawful ſucceſſion ; rherefore though they 
could not give him the. Living and Eſtate, yer- 
they gave him al! they could, that is, the Name 


and Title. Such were his Nobie and Gentlemaniy 


Qualitics. ( beſides his Chrifttan Vertues ) that- 
they won the Jove and liking of all men ; and 


cavſed them to hogour him far above that he de- 


| fired or cared for : yea, every-one Jaboured to: 


fhew any ſervice, or to perform any duty to- 


wards him : nay, Strangers themſelyes were deſt-. 
rous to ſee him, and.were drawn 1nto apa" 
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_ of him ; inſomuch, as whenſoever atiy of the No- 


biliry of Chriſtendom, eſpecially of Italy, did 
travel to ſee Foreign Nations, and for the moſt 
part taking Geneva in their way (which place ge- 
nerally all Travellers have a great defire to ſee) 


they would by no means omit to ſee and viſit Ga- 


lcacias, Thus did Francis and Alphonjus, the 
young Dukes of Ferrara, Ocauius the Prince of 
Solerum ; and thus did Farneſrus the Duke of Par- 
ma, and divers others, who in-rtheir travel coming 
by Geneva,entertained him in all rreComplements 


of Courrefie and Honour, no leſs than if he had. 


beerrat Naples in his former glory : or if he had 


| ſtil{ been a Courtier in the Empercrs Court, as 


hertofore he had been. In a word, no Noble 
Man, no Ambaſſador, no great Scholar, no Man 
of note of any foreign Nation came that way, 
but preſently they uſed means to have a ſight of 


I this Noble Marqueſs ; and for the moſt part deſti- 


red to have ſome company and conference with 
him : So that he was reſorted unto continually 
by men of all ſorts, as though he had nor been a 
private man, keeping a mean eſtate, and dwelling 
in a {jttle Houſe, but ratlier, as though he had 
been a Prince in the Courr, or one near in place 


to the Emperor himſelf. Burt though all men de-. 


ſired his acquaintance and company, and he again 


was not curious in that point, but courteous to 


all, as occaſion was offered ; yet-for the moſt parr, 
his moſt familiar converſation was with Men of 


his own Nation 3 namely, with his Countrymen - 


the Taltans, of whom there was a flouriſhing 


Church ar Geneva at the ſame;time; and which 


alſo flouriſhed by his means, as heretofore hath 


been declared. Amongſt whom though he beha- 


ved himſelf, ic is doubtful wherher moxe civilly, 
| £ or 
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or more humbly, yet for all that he was honoured 
of chem all. and uſed more lik a Lord thana pri. 
vate man ; which though he in every reſpett de- 
ſerved, yet by no means defired, And ſo beſides 
all his worthy and excellent parts, his humble 
mind and friendly Converſation made him more 
honourable. And to ſpeak but truth of him, our 
of all queſtion he was nor only a good Chriſtian, 
bur (which 1s not always ſeen) a perfeR and an 
abſolute Man ; yea, a man can hardly name ary 
of theſe good parts, and amiable qualirtes, which 
for the moſt part do win a man's love in the 
World, which were not to be found in this noe 
Gentleman, For beſides his Noble Birth and 
Princely Educations, his Religion and true fear 
of God, -he was alſo humbly minded,afiable, cour- 
reous and friendly to all men : he was wiſe, dif- 
creet, of good conceir, and of an excellent ſpeech 
and diſcourſe. Ir would have dcjighred a man to 


have heard him ſpeak; for as his Memory was F; 


exceeding good, ſo his natural Eloquence, his 
ſmoorh ſtyle. his cafie, quier, and ſeemly delj- 
very, made his ſpeech to be greatly commended 
of all that heard him. A ms world have won- 
dred ro ſee how many, even of the beſt torr, 
would have laboured to have been in his Cormpa- 
ny ; and as it were, havecatched up and caten 11s 
words from his mouth : When vw pleaſed h:;: ro 
diſcourſe of ſome of thoſe exploirs and adveiitures 
which had fallen wichin rhe compats of his know- 
ledg 3 as of the Emperor Charles rhe fifch his 
Voyage into Provence, and of his Wars which he 
waped in Gelderland againſt the Duke of Cl-we, 
and of many ocher great Afﬀtairs, and tpecial Im- 
ploymentrs. Nc: ither was he only a fir Companton 


for Gentlemen and men of Eſtate, bur ſuch "_ 
ric 
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the mildnefs of his nature and diſpoſition, that 
he was alſo kind and courteous to men of lower 
place,and moſt of all ro the poor 3 amongſt whom, 
if they were godly and honeſt, he would converſe 
zs familiarly as with his Equals, or with men of 
greater place, Fe was alſo of a free and Liberal 
Heart 3 no poor or diſtreſſed men did ever require 
his aſſiſtance, or crave his help, but preſently 
he would reach unto them by helping hand, and 
relieve them by a!l means he could ; yea,the want 
of his former wealrh, and loſs of his Marqueſdom 
did never grieve him,bur when he had nor where- 
withal ro exerciſe his Charity towards the poor 
Souls of God, Tr was his jov and delight to be 
lending and giving to thoſe that wanted, and in 
that reſpe& only he often wiſhed himſelf as grear 
a Man in Geneva, as he was in Ttaly : but to his 
power and abiliry his good works did far ex- 
ceed the proud and Pharifaical Papiſts, who glory 
in their works, and will be ſaved by them. Pri- 
ſoners and men in danger did often feel his boun- 
ty ; he omitted not to viſit his fick Brethren,and 
thar moſt diligently : ſuch as were poor he re- 
leved ; yea, the Ticheſt and learnedſt of rhem 
all did think themſelves in their fickneſſes happy 
to have him with them; his Preſence and Com- 
pany, bur eſpecially his talk and Chriſtian exhor- 
tation were ſo comfortable unto them. His ordi- 
nary Exerciſes were theſe : Every, day he repair- 
ed ro che Church, and heard Divine Service, and 
miſled nor to be preſent at Prayers with the Con- 
pregation; efpecially he never omitted to hear the 
Sermons and the Word preached ; which he did 
always with wonderful Devorton and Reverenceto 
the Word of Gcd ; for he judged and cfteemed 
the rrue happineſs of a man, and the only _ 
an 
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and pleaſant life conſiſted in living holily,in walkfgcu 
ing in Gods ways,in meeting with Satans temprafiq-a 
tions, 1n bridling the corruptions of his Naturdfg;a, 
and in ſeving Godtruly and fincerely withour hyſkec, 
pocrifie ; unto all which ſteps of happineſs h&jm 
thought he could never attain, bur by the preach, 
ing of the Word : whereupon he alſo adjoynedſ w 
a daily courſe of reading the Scripture : thus lahr 
bouring our of the Scriptures ro lay rhe foundatiofliur 
of his own Salvation,which he applied to the praffiged. 
- fir and-comfort, not of himſelf alone, but of m;F 
ny others with him. the 
Befides-all rhis, for the love he bare unto th 
Church, and the deſire he had to do all good! 
could ; he took upon him the office of an Elde 
in the Church, the dury whereof he fupplicd | 
daily, carefully obſerving and enquiring into th 
manners and lives of Profeſſors ; allowing and er 
couraging the good, and cenſuring the Offende 
winch he did with great care and conſcience, [e 
that ſcandals and offences might ariſe in theChurc 
whereby either the quiet and good eſtate of th 
Church at home. might be diſturb»d, or the Ent 
my might have any occafion to ſlander the pre 
feſſlion of Religion. Neither ſtayed he here, bi 
beſide his public care and labor, he alſo was dail 
well occupied in more private matters : for wher 
ever he ſaw, obſerved or heard of any Difſention 
Suits in Law, or Controverſies amongſt Chriſti: 
Neighbours, he was exceeding careful to & 
and compoſe them : and for thar-end, as he hi 
a ripe wit, and a good conceit, and deep infig] 
ſo he would employ: chem all to the finding 0 
che truth and ſtare of the cauſe y and having four 
it, he would uſe all his Authority, yea, he wo 


make himſelf beholden to Men, on condition th! 
| wo 
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Ukould yield one to another, and live in peace. 
tina word, his whole courſe of [Life favoured of 
Ire$Grace, and did ſhew him to be a ſanQified man z 
lyhec, doubtleſs, he thought himſelf born not for 
imſelf, bur for God and for the Church 3 and he 
hought no time ſo well ſpent, nor any buſineſs 
eo well diſpatched, as that wherein neither gain 
or pleaſure to himſelf was thonght or obtained, 


1olbur only God's Glory advanced, his Church edi- 

fed, Religion maintained, and the good work 

Jof God's Grace confirmed in himſelf ahd 
athers. 
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Being aged, he falleth into a long and 


langniſhing Sickne ſe. 


ND thus he lived at Geneva many years full 


of joy and quierneſs, comforts and content-! 
ment, far from all worldly ambirion, and as it 
were forgetting what he was, and what he was 


born to in this World, only reſpe&ing whar 
he was ro inherit in the World to come ; and as 
he had begun, ſo he continued in a loathing and 


deteftation of all Popiſh Superſtirion and Impie4 


ties. Bur with this great quietneſs of mind and 
conſcience, there wanted not ſome outward anc 
corporeal vexations : for after this long peace 
new afflitions and ſtorms came upon him, where 
by the Almighty would the betrer try him, anc 
make his faith, his hope, his patience and perſc 
verance to ſhine more glorjouſly ; that ſo after 
ward he might receive a more excellent reward 
and a more glorious Crown. 


For firſt of all, he fell ſick of a grievous doubt{ 


fal and dangerous Diſeaſe, which had bred upor 
him by abundance of rheum, whereby he became 
ſo ſhort-winded, that he could hardly draw his 
Breath; by force of ſuch Weakneſs he was ex 


-ceedingly rormenred borh nighr and day: for thy . 


go2d Gentleman was conſtrained ofrentimes tc 
ſit up whole nights rogether, and was fain to b! 


removed from room to room, and from one place 
[lt 
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ro another, to ſee if by any means he might take 
ſome ſleep, which by the vehemency of this Di: 
{ ſcaſe was almoft quite gone from him. This Dj- 
ſcaſe had grawn upon him by reaſon of his many, 
I and long, and (ore Journeys, which he had taken 
{ by Sea and by Land for his conſcience ſake : and 
of the great Diftempers and Alterations of the 
ſtare of his Body, which for his Soul's ſake he 


had undergone. 
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CHAP. XXVHL 


þ A new Temptation aſſaults him « a Je- 
ſuit 7s ſet from his Friends 71 Ita- 
ly to reclaim him by offering him 
great Sums of Mony, and to make 


Or 


—_— 
| —_ 


boured by another device, and a new temptation 
to trouble and vex his righreous Soul. For it came 
to paſs that abour the ſame time when this di- 
ſeaſe had feized upon him, there came to Geneva 
> our of Italy a Nephew of his, the narural Son of 
Fr. - his own Siſter, with letrers ro him from his for- 
mer Wife V1&ori/a the Marchioneſs, as alſo from wx 
his eldeſt Son the young Marqueſs 3 unto which 
| Letters this young Gentleman being a Scholar, ad- I; 
© | ded many words of his own to little purpoſe, la- I 

© |  þÞouring. to perſwade and allure him wich much IJ: 
Y and vain babling, that now ar the laſt he wouſd 
$ | acknowledg his Error, and return home again to 
his own Country, his former Religion, and his an- 
rient Inheritance. The principal cauſe borh of | _ 
their wriring, .and his coming ſo far, was this, be- F< 
- eauſe, thar if he would now ar laſt return, ___ Je 


Yb; 


Ef .,* bis younger Sona Cardinal : but he 

F waliantly ſcorneth it all, and ſends 

| | him home back with ſhame. 

F |; 
F: RE this langujſhing ſickneſs did not fo much 

E þ affiit. his weak and aged Body, as Satan 1a- 
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by he might wirhout doubt ( as he ſaid) advance 
his youngeſt Son Charles, either to the Princely 
ftare of a Cardinal, or art leaſt ro be ſome-great 
Biffbp. For, ſaith he, whereas your Son is now 
admitted into Holy Orders, and 1s ( for his great 
Friendsand Alliance, and for his ſpecial roward- 
lineſs) in poſlibility of ſo great preferment, your 
pertinacy and obſtinare perverſeneſs in following 
and defending a new found and upſtart Religion, 
and condemned ( as he ſaid ) by all the 'grear. 
Eſtares of Ttaly, is the very hindrance of your 
Sons preferment. Theſe kind of news, how hi2h-+ 
ly they offended the holy and Chriſtian Soul of. 
_ this thrice noble Galeacius, who from his Heart 
abhorred, and in his Soul dereſted thoſe vain, un-- 


. godly, and prophane Digniries in the oo 4 


Church, T leave 1t to be judged by the Chriſtian 
| Reader; and therefore having with much grit. 
of mind heard thus much of this unſavoury and © © 
unpleaſant Meſſage, and nor able longer to for- 
bear, he firſt of all rook the Letters, and before 
his Face that brought them, threw them into the 
fire ; and then briefly, bur gravely, wiſely, and 
zealouſly, he ſhaped him this Anſwer by word of 
. mouth, rhinking ſo bad and baſe a Meſſage unwor- 
thy rhe rime and labour of writing. And firſt of 
all he told him, that there could nor have come 
to him more heavy and unwelcom news of his Son 
than theſe 3 that he was ſo blind a Papift, char 
for the hope of this worldly advancement, he 
wonld venture the. ruine and ſubverfion of 'his 
Soul : And bad himrtell his Son, that he would 
hinder him in" that ungodly courſe by all means 
he could ;: and he ſaid, he knew not whether ir 
| more grieved him' tro (ee the vaniry of his Son's 
proceeding; than it _— him rhar Ir ley 10 
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his power any ways to hinder him in the ſame : 
. Yea, faith he, know thou, and ler that my ſeduced 
 Sonknow, char you could have uſed ſcarce any ar- 

gument unto me ſo forcible ro make me perſiſt in 
my Religion, and to deteſt Popery, as this, that 
in (o doing I may hinder my Son from the abo- 
minable dignities of the Popiſh Church ; and 
therefore ſaith he, return my Son this anſwer, 
that inſtead of helping him ro theſe preferments, 
I will pray for ever to the Lord for him, who is 
the Father of his ſoul-and mine, that he would 
open his eyes to ſee the rruth, and that he may 
have grace after the example of me his Father, to 
| fee the horrible ſuperſtirious Idolatries and Im- 
picties of Popery, and ſeeing them to abhor and 
dereft them ; and renouncing the vanities: of all 
worldly pomp and honour, to dire& his footſteps 
to-the Lord, 'and embrace his holy truth, and 
yield his Soul and Conſcience obedient to the hea- 
venly calling, and ſo become the ſervant and child 
of the moſt high God ; whereby - he may aſpire 
and-attain tothe true and higheſt dignity, which 
is to enjoy the favour and comfortable preſence 
'of God, and his holy grace ; to love God, and to 
be loved -of him ; and ſo at laſt - ro be.adyanced to 
Thar heavenly and: eternal. glory which is prepared 
for them, who: inithis world-do,forſakerhemſelves 
and their own defires, that they may in true holi- 
neſs ſerve 'the Lord. With theſe - and ſuch like 
Holy ſpeeches he [anſwered 'the-,diſholy and diſ- 
Honeſt demand of this carnal Papift, Bur+ifor all 
'thar,” this -importumare and. unreaſonable. Jeſuit 
for he was of that Se&Q)::geaſed: not x0. :be. trou- 
bleſome to this Nobleman,. ſtill; urgipg: him with 
-forid and 'frivolous reaſons, and; ew him with 


Tigliculous arguments, -as 'this: eſpecially for ons 0 
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he promiſed /hima huge ſum of money if he would 
return home; which ſairh he, ltes ready at Lzons 
for you ; and the Brokers and Ekchangers there 
are prepared to pay it. And he further aſſured 
him, rhar'if he would come again into 7taly, they 
had procured him liberty of his Conſcience and 
Religion at Turing ; and there alſo (he faid) he 
ſhould find a; great ſum of money ready for, him. 
Burt when this imporrunate 'fellow preſumed ro 
preſs the good Conſcience of this reſolute Gentle- . 
man with ſuch baſe arguments, and began tro weigh _ ;© 
| Religion in a pair of gold weights, then the Nu- | 
ble bearr of this holy Chriſtian could nor bur. 
ſhew ir ſelf moved, and therefore in a holy zeal A 
'and ardent love of his Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, he -- 
cryed out, Let their money periſh with them, wha 
efteem all the gold in the world worth one days ſociety 
with Feſus Chriſt, and his holy Spirit : and cured, 
faith he, be thar Religion for ever, which ſhait 
wed men to the world, and divorce rhem' from 
God. Go home therefore, ſaith noble Galeacihe, 
take away thy ſilver again, and make much of thar 
droſs of the earth, rogether with your dregs of 
Popery, lock them up together in the cheſt of your 
hearts. And as for me, know it, that my Lord 
and Saviour Chriſt hath made- me enamoured of 
far more precious” jewels, and durable riches ; 
bur the heavenly conftancy of this holy man, drove 
| £his frantick Papiſt from his byaſs into an extream 
11 choler ; for he, according-to the nature of his 
Popes holy Religion, thought, thar when all other 
arguments. had failed, yer money would hsve wor 
him, and therefore ſeeing him ſo highly co ſcorn, 
hf ad fo diſdainfully ro contemn the grear offers, he 
thought it very ſtrange: and therefore ſeeing all 
 hys labour loft, and his gr prove ſo wo. 
| E. 2 M -- 
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'Papift, 


he fell from money to meer madneſs ; and for- 


getting himſelf. and his duty, brake out into ill 
.words, and repfoachful rerms : Bur when the Ma- 


giſtrares were informed of it, and ſaw that this 
arrogant Papiſt durſt ſo far abuſe the patience of 


' . fo honourable a man, therefore by their authority 


rhey forbad him the Ciry, ( as the manner of the 
place is in ſuch caſes ) and ſo this News-bringer 
had his Paſs-port ro be packing, and to go home 


and count his ſilver, and there to brag of his good 
 fucceſs; for he now could fay by experience, thar 


ſo munch money as was enough to Jead a hundred 


Popiſh Friers to and fro whether a man would, . 


like Bears by the Noſe, could not rouch the Con- 


{ſcience of one Proteſtant, much leſs make him a 
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CHAP. XXVIIL 


Being delivered from the importunity 
of the Jeſuit 5 not long after came a. 
Monk, nimble witted and learned, a 
hinſman of his own,who had a ſtrong 
conceit he could have reclaimed him s 
but he came too late, the Marqueſs | 
being dead before he came. 


A Nd thus it pleaſed God to deliver this ſick 
Gentleman from this troubleſome retnper, 
and this Meſſenger of Saran which ' came ro have 


| buffered him 3 bur he buffered him, yea and van- 


quiſhed him, and Satan in him ; that he mjghr 

report at home, that he found the Marqueſs fick 
in body, bur whole in mind, yea, that he never 
ſaw in all his life fo reſolute a-Conſcience, and ſo 
couragious a mind in ſo weak a body. And thus 
the Lord doubtlefs did in mercy to him, that be- 


ing free from his diſquict. companion, he. might 
with more comfore and leſs grief bear the burden 


of his fickneſs, which now grew upon him more 
and more, and left him nor cill ir made him leave 
the world,.and till it had*tranſlated him from this 
his pilgrimage to Fins eternal reſt; and rill ic had 
made him of . a poor Marqueſs upon earth, a glo- 
rious King in heaven. Whoſe death as it was won- 
derfully lamented of the Church for the urreco- 


F 


4 : P 5. 4 -\ 
E, $ YC: ig 1ts 


&8: The Life of Galeacius 
verable loſs they had of him, ſo it was a merciful 
bleſſing, and a welcome meſſenger of God to him ; 

for ir freed and delivered him from many ftorms 

of new remprations which. the Devil had raiſed 
againſt him 5. for within a- ſhort time aſter his 
death, there came to Geneta a certatn Monk, a { 
good Scholar , a Gentleman by birch, and near j_ 
akin ro Galeacius, who being puft up with Monk- 

th pride, and a conceit of h1s own ability for 
fuch an enterprize, thought ſo far to have pre- 
vailed with Galezcins by his nimble wit and: elo- 
QueEnt tongue, as to have perſwaded him now at 
 the:Jaſt either to. bave relinquiſked his Religion, * 

or at leaſt ro have returned into Ttaly, ( where his 

= Uncle Had been Tacely Pope) that ſo'his preſence 
. and ccuntenance, and the help of hs great friends, 
(which he had both in the Popes and Emperors 
Court) his Children might be in more poſiibiliry 

of thoſe high digniries and: great places in the 
world, which they and their other friends ajmed: 
-at3 and for rhe. attainment whereof nothing ſo || d 
much hindred rhem as their Fathers Religion and T: 
courſe of life. Burt he returned home a proud F}' tc 
Foo!, as he came, ard aſhamed of his proud and CC 
inſolenr ſpirir, which perſwaded him by his vain || m 
babling he could have overcome him. whom he ' || tc 
found when he came to Geneta to have overcome || m 
the world, and-all ſpiritual enemies, and gow to | th 
be triumphing in the glory of- heaven. And ſo }| CI 
leaving him and. all. other his Popifſh and carnal || ed 
kindred, gnaſhing their teeth for anger to fee h1s # w] 
admirable conſtancy ; let us. rerurn again to our ww] 
fick Gentleman, whoſe end now haſiing .on, will || of 
aiſo haſten an end ro this ſtrange ſtory, © 


CHAP. 


CHAF. XA... © 


Is long and languithing ſickneſs grew and en- 


creaſed upon” him in ſuch meaſure, 'as his. - 


pain was moſt grievous, bur he bare it al with an 
heroical and heavenly courage ; ſo that it might 


di manifeſtly appear, that even the Lord from Hea- 


ven did lend him firength, and as the torments 


. and pangs of the diſeaſe increaſed, ſo his faith: 


and patience, ard all heavenly verrues ſhone in 


him more and more; ſo that it was moſt true of 
S him which the Apoſtle ſaith, as the outward man 
"'Y perifheth, ſo.the inward man was renewed daily. His 


body pined away, but his Soul grew from ſtrength 
ro ſtrength ;- and: as a by-ſtander feels not che pains 


_ cfhimi thar 1s tormented or racked before his eyes ;- 


ſo his ſcul-& mind flood afar oft,beho!ding the pains 
and vexations of the body, and being untoucht ir 


| ſelf, did as jr were laugh at Satan, fin, death, and 


damnation ; who by ali rheir joynt power could 
do no more but only to vex and rack his poop 
carcaſe with bodily diſeaſes, but were rot able fo 


* touch che ſoul, to vex the mind, or wound the 


conſcierce, If any man ask the reaſon why his 
mind or conſcience was ſo quiet in this ſo grear 


torment of the bod&;. the reaſon was, forthat his 
mind was employed in holy medirations, as of 


the ſingular love of Goud his Father unto him 1n 
Chriſt ]#ſus, whereby he aſſured himſelf undoubr- 
edly of (alvarion, of the manifold holy graces 


 Wherewith God had adorned him; by the force 


whereof he ſaid he had born off ſo many buffers 
of Satan, had patſed ſo many pikes of troubles, 


I and come away conqueror in ſo many fearful 


figkts, as had oppoſed rhemſelves againſt him in 
his.converſion. Theſe Gifrs and Graces of Foo 
e 
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he weighed with the croſſes of his ſickneſs, and 
found them far heavier ; and he compared theſe 
momentary and light affiittions, with. that <x- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory which he ſaid 
he knew was laid up for him in heayen. Theſe and 
ſuch like medirations cheared up his ſpirit more 
than the force of his ficknefs could appall him. 
Bur above all chings he felt unſpeakable comforr 
and ſweetneſs in his prayers to the Lord, whictr 
he poured out moſt fervently, athd with a zealous 
and fairhful heart 3 and would often ſay, thar in 
che midſt of his Prayers his Soul ſeemed ro him 


to be even raviſhed out of himſelf, and to taſte 


of the bleſſed joys of Heaven. So that the ſaying 
of the blefled Apoſtle was verified in him : As the 
ſufferings of Chriſt abonnded in us, ſ5 conſolation by 
Christ abounded much more, Ia his ſickneſs he 
wanted no help of the Phyfitians, for they came 
ro him out of all parts of the City, and willing- 
ly did they all do their diligence about his body, 
whoſe Soul they knew had Chriſt Jeſus ro be rhe 
Phyſician for it. His Friends alſo continually vi- 
ſited him, who were of the chief Men in the 
City; and they were all welcom ro him, rich and 
poor 3 and it 1s hard to ſay whether he received 
more comfort by them, or they more ſpirirnal 
_ edification by him ; his ſyveeches and behaviours 
were ſo full of patience, and fo well ſeaſoned with 
all grace. All his Friends performed ro him whac 
duty foever was in their power 5, but eſpecially 
his worthy Wife did then ſhew her ſelf moſt io- 
ving and loyal, for ſhe was never from about him, 
and ſaw that he wanted nothing that the world 
could yield for the recovery of his heaich, Bur 
all was in vain, for the time of his difloJurion was 
at hand, and he had run che Royal Race of a moit 
; holy 


Caracciolus, Marg. of Vico. 101 


holy Chriftian Life, and now nothing remaining 
bur a blefled Death. He might fay as the Apoſtle 
did with much joy of Heart, I have run my. race, 
I have finiſhed my courſe, I hate kept the faith : 


| frombhenceforth is laid up for me a Crown of Righte- 
| ouſneſs, which Chriſt th2 righteous Fudg will give to 


me, and to all ſuch as wait ſor his appearing. 

Afcer few days the violence of his fickneſs 
was ſuch, as it overcame all power of phy- 
fic ; fo that it was manifeſt, thar that bleſſed 
hour approached wherein the Lord had appointed 
ro accompliſh his own good work in him, there- 
fore he ſequeſired himſelf from all care of his 
Body, and from all worldly cogirations ; he re- 
nounced: the world, and all in it ; - he took his 
farewel of his Wife, ard his Chriſtian Friends, 
and ſaid, he fhould lead them the way to Hea- 
ven. He fixed all his thoughts upon his Soul, 
and Soul and all on the Lord in Heaven; and 
cryed to Chriſt Jeſus, that as he had ſought him 
all his Life, fo he would now receive him and ac- 
knowledg him for his own. And thus all his 


Eriends ſat about him, and as the Preachers and 


Miniſters were occupicd in holy Prayers, and read- 
ing of the Holy Scriptures, and applying to him 
the heavenly canſolations of Gods Ward, in the 
performance of thefe exerciſes, he ended his days, 
whercin, he had taken delighr all his Life long 
and as he rejoyced in them in his life, ſo it plea- 
ſed the Lord that he fhould have them ar his 
death. And ſo in the midſt of all his Friends, 


1n the preſence of the Minifters, even in the fight 


of them all, he peaceably and quietly yielded u 

his ſptrir, and rendred his ſoul into the hands 
of the merciful Gad and fairhful Creator, of 
whom he had receiyedic; who immediately ey 
the - 


__ 
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the Miniſtry of his holy Angels receiving ir at his 
hands, waſhing ir pure in the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
crowned ir with the crown of erernal and hea- 
venly happineſs. And thus this holy. man was 
tranilated from a Nobleman of earth, ro be a no- 
ble Sainr in Heaven; and of a Marqueſs on earth 
in bare name and tirle, he was advanced to be a 
plorious and triumphing King in heaven, where 
he now reigns in glory with that God whom he 
fo faichfully ſerved On earth. That God and mer- 


ciful Father grant, thar all we rhar read chis ad- 


mirable ſtory, may be allured to take upon vs the 
ſame moſt holy profeſſion that this rhrice noble 
Marqueſs did, and may renounce and caſt ct 
wharever in this world we ſee doth ' hinder us 
from the holy. fellowſhip ef Chrift Jeſus 3 and 
ftrengrhen us that we: may be faithful' to rhe end, 


ha CA TY va awvr aca FS Bi mY FN aA oa 
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glory, where this noble Galeacus, and all the hea J 
venly hoſt of Gods Sainrs do wait for us: Amen. 
This was his life, this was his end; ler thy life be 
like his, and thy heart walk jn the ſame way; 
then ſhall thy ſoul dye his death, and thy latter 


end ſhall be like his. 
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